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Faith 
By Thomas Curtis Clark 


AITH is to know that He 

Who gave us poverty 
Doth thus our hearts prepare 
His greater wealth to share. 


It-is to trust His power 

To smite the darkest hour 
That: ever blurred our sight, 
With His dawn-bringing light. 


Faith is to thank His hand 
For all that He has planned 
For us; to know that ill 

Is good, if ’tis His will. 








Have you ordered your Bible Success Band booklet for 
1917? You may want some also as Christmas gifts. 
It is the best booklet issued in the ten years since the 
world-wide Band had its smail beginning. George T. B. 
Davis, son of the.founder, tells about it on page 685. 


' Safe in Discomfort 


It is better to be cared for than to be .com- 
fortable. It is said that the experiences of freezing 
to death and of drowning are very pleasant and com- 
fortable; but the bodily life is not being cared for 
in the best way.just then. God pledges himself to 
care for us, and to supply our every need. But we 
must remember, as John Hay of the Inland-South- 
America Missionary Union recently said in comment- 
ing on some of the blessedly testing experiences of 
the missionaries in South America, “It is not always 
comfortable when God is taking care of you. And 
we think that if we’re uncomfortable, God is not tak- 
ing care of us.” Yet the discomfort may be the best 
evidence of his care. The surgeon’s knife that cuts 
away diseased, death-dealing matter is a loving and 
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careful knife, even while it hurts. God's love lets 
strange tests come into our life; but God’s love cares 
for us all the while. If we will but care more for 
his care than for our comfort, he will keep us in 
peace and joy in the midst of every test. 


x 
Are You Working Too Hard? 


More work can be accomplished when we learn 
not to work so hard. God has his own efficiency 
methods for his: workers: but they run counter to 
human ideas, and Christians often toil for long, 
weary years before they will yield to the Master and 
learn of him how to rest while they work and 
work while they rest. A widely known missionary 
leader, who is approaching the sixty-year mark, when 
he was younger was a conspicuous worker in the 
home field and noted for his ceaseless energy. He 
told a friend recently that those years of extreme 
activity had left their mark upon his body. He 
worked too hard. To-day he works at least fifty 
percent harder. But in his younger days, he explains, 
much of his work, earnest and devoted as it was, 
was in the energy ofthe flesh. Since then he has 
learned to rest’ in the omnipotence of the living God 
and let Him direct the activities and give strength of 
body and mind for impossible tasks. Supernatural 
service is service in which God has chosen the task 
for the worker and given the worker all the equip- 
ment for the task. And our Lord wants every ser- 
vant of his to work supernaturally. 


When We Have Great Faith 


Great faith comes only from seeing the greatness 
of our Lord. With him, nothing is impossible. So 
when we let him “do it all,” aides that is accord- 
ing to his will is impossible for us. But, just as 
Christ meets great tests all the time, so we, if we 
really trust him, will be greatly tested. It has been 
well said that “the Lord never gives faith without 
testing it.” Has he given you a great. and wonderful 
faith in his sufficiency for your own victory? Praise 
him; and as you praise remember that your faith 
will now be tested by harder temptations than you 
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ments,” is one of Mr. Hutton’s, and like all 
good titles it gives us in a flash a truth we have 
all suspected and one which we find more than wel- 
come. A fair-weather Christian makes life very un- 
certain for all who depend upon him, but a fair- 
weather God, if we believed there were one, would 
take away all sense of security from any life. The 
times are so few with most of us when we are ab- 
solutely free from perturbation or problem that if 
God’s love were only operative and active at such 
times there would be little for us in the love of God. 
But if in these very embarrassments and perplexi- 
ties which so mortify us we can believe that God 
is near and that just then he is, if we may. say so, 
more fatherly than ever, if there is nothing that 
comes to us with which he does not have to do, 
then truly the love of God is the most wonderful 
thing we can ever think of. -No wonder that one 
of the greatest historians said that all he prized his 
historical studies for was that they helped him to 
know God better 
God deals wit.: what we give him, and if we have 
so mismanaged our lives. through folly or dis- 
obedience that we have brought all manner of dis- 
order into them, then he will have to speak with us 
through just such means as these. Many lives there 
are that seem to be always in a state of disturbance, 
and with such the temptation is strong to believe 
that God has departed. Not so with the Psalmists. 
Trouble was upon them, trouble most times perhaps 
of their own making, but.they have cheered the heart 
of mankind by their confidence that somehow God 
was present and his holy purpose and love were 


"Tne title, “God’s Love in Our Embarrass- 
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have ever known before. Has he given you faith 


for the salvation or the victory of a loved one for 
whom you have been praying? Your faith is almost 
sure to be tested by the apparently utter failure of 
that one to move in the slightest way in His direc- 
tion. The greatest tests come to those who have 
greatest faith in God. But, because no test can 
equal the sufficiency of his grace to meet it, we are 
to cout it all joy when we fall into these manifold 
trials of our faith (James 1: 2). 
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What Fear Means 


There will be no fear in heaven. God will be 
reigning there; and wherever he reigns fear cannot 
exist. Fear is distrust of Him; and that means, even 
though we do not realize it at the time, the doubting 
of God’s faithfulness and sufficiency, and the dis- 
puting of his reign in our heart. So that fear is not 
only dangerous, it is in itself disaster. The saying, 
“I feared a fear, and it came to pass,” is often sadly 
true in the Christian’s life. If we fear that we may 
fail before a temptation, we have already failed in the 
sin of distrust; and further failure before the com- 
ing temptation is guaranteed—unless we trust Christ 
as our life and let his perfect love cast out fear. 


Pat 
Concentrated Suffering 


Without sin there could be no-pain. Pain always 
means that something, or some one, has gone con- 
trary to the will of God. ‘The one who is suffering 
may not have done the sinning; but sin. somewhere is 
always the reason for suffering. The world has never 
known such a holocaust of sin’s results as is repre- 
sented in the present tragic: World War. And John 
R. Mott, after visiting military hospitals in Europe, 
has said that they represented “the greatest concen- 
tration of pulsating pain the world has ever known.” 
It must be so—with one exception: that night and 
day, long ago, when Gethsemane and Calvary wit- 
nessed one Man bearing the agony of the sin of all 
the world. His pain was endured that we, who 
caused it, might be free from the eternal suffering 
that we deserve. 
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God’s Love in Our Embarrassments 


operative even in times when everything went wrong 
with them. They did not sigh or pine because they 
did not have worthier experiences oyer which to 
commune with God, but took what they possessed 
of present experience and communed over that. 
“Out of the depths have I cried unto thee, O Lord.” 
Pride sometimes kept them long from speaking, and 
they hoped that as the years went by they could be 
occupied with fairer themes, but at last they spoke 
and God heard them. Nothing was said about the 
finer matters which ought to have made the staple 
of their prayer—God took them where they were, 
as Jesus Christ always does. 

Old Dr. Duncan used to say, “For myself I can- 
not always come to Christ direct, but I can always 
come by sin. Sin is the handle by which I get to 
Christ. I take a verse in which God has put sin and 
Christ together. I cannot always -put “my finger upon 
Christ and say, ‘Christ belongs to me.’ But I can 
put my finger upon sin and say, ‘Sin belongs to me.’ 
I take that word for instance, ‘The Son of Man 
came to seek and to save that which was lost.’ Yes, 
lost—I’m lost. .I put my finger upon that word and 
say, ‘I’m the lost one; I’m lost;’ and I say out, 
‘What God hath joined together, let not man put 
asunder.’ ” 

And if we will allow it to be so, these defeats and 
complications we have brought into our lives “in- 
stead of shutting us out from God’s love, form a 
strange door of entrance into the whole riches of his 
salvation—a kind of strange qualification for the 
Lord who declares that they whom he came into 
the world to seek and to save were only the lost.” 
And so after years of pride and telling ourselves 






¥ 





682 


that some day we shall have fairer materials on 
which to base our approach to God, and when we at 
last discover. that we only have greater needs, we 
dismiss our dreams and come to him with what 
we have. 
“Of wounds and sore defeat 
I made my battle-stay. 
Wingéd sandals for my feet 
I wove of my delay; 
Of weariness and fear, 
I made my shouting spear; 
Of loss, and doubt and dread, 
And swift oncoming 
I made a helmet for my head 
And a floating plume.” 


And often the embarrassment gives God more ac- 
cess to us than the oo and the day when all 
things seemed to go well. When we had ‘given all 
the world reason to think ill of us, and it did, it 
was somehow a little easier just then to see God. 
Love takes what occasions it can get, and God 
who longs to get into our hearts comes as he can. 

He comes to us by our embarrassments, also, 
when there is no hope that we will give our direct 
and willing and normal attention, and he sends into 
our experience something about which we must ask, 
“What does this mean?” He allows things to go 
wrong, withdraws the consciousness of his presence 
from us that he may know what is in our heart. 
And there are some who are often stupid through 
their prosperities who are yet instantly on the alert 
ae there is a real hint that God is departing from 
them. 

There are two ways of looking upon the hindrances 
and collisions which come into our lives. Those 
who look for God’s love only in events that are 
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obviously favorable to themselves will look upon 
them as just so much sheer waste, and try to put 
them out of mind-as soon as possible. 
who are used to looking for God’s hand in every- 
thing will suspect that in their very set-backs God 
is trying to get their attention. There must be 
strength in the man who no. loager expects his 
heavenly Father to manifest himself only in easy 
and pleasant ways, and who is ready to turn his 
—— and humiliations to account. Frederic 
et wrote to his friend Bonnet, “I remember a 
whole year and later on some months, long months, 
during which not one gleam of peace consoled my 
heart, and not a single smile, I think, ever touched 
my lips. The Lord was there and I did not know it.” 
We make the love of God too idyllic. We fancy 
it can only survive in fair circumstances. We do not 
realize enough how the roughness and coarseness of 
life invite God into them. e use the word Incar- 
nation freely, but do not enough realize just what 
that word means. It means that God accepted for 
his province all that comes to man, not only nor 
mostly his moments of rapture and purity, but his 
shames and his treacheries and defeats. And in that 


Incarnation God stands close over against all that. 


comes to us, refusing nothing. As Dr. .Moule-says, 
“Here is the more than a’ ‘thesis to it all. . Take 
ed iniquities at the worst; this can subdue them. 

ake your surroundings at the worst; this can 
emancipate you from their power.” 

Many a man is almost ready to decide that he 
grows worse and worse, and is getting farther and 
farther from God and his love because of the mal- 
adjustments and oppositions and thwartings, when 
it may be that the love of God is really at the bot- 
tom of it all. 





Can We be Sure of 
Guidance from God ? 


“Do you get clear answer at once to all prayers 
for guidance?” wrote a New Pree | editor recently to 


the workers in The Sunday School Times office. The 
occasion: of ‘his. letter was the following question 
which he found in his mail one morning: 


If a man believes in God, takes the Bible as his guide, 
walks by His side, and “talks with God,” can he not 
seek and at once get guidance as to anything, no mat- 
ter how small, if large enough ‘for a conscious decision? 


God’s guidance is absolutely guaranteed to any 
Christian who meets the simple conditions. Guid- 
ance is not guaranteed to any one who is not a Chris- 
tian, nor to a Christian who is not wholly yielded, 
though God often does guide even these two classes. 
“If any of you lacketh wisdom, let him ask of God, 
who giveth to all liberally and upbraideth not; and 
it shall be given him” (James 1:5). That is an abso- 
lute promise, and taken all by itself it appears to be 
unconditional. But no verse of Scripture is written 
all by itself, and should never so be taken. The con- 
dition follows in the next verse: “But let him ask in 
faith, nothing doubting: for he that doubteth is like 
the surge of the sea, driven by the wind and tossed.” 

So, in guidance as in all else in the Christian life, 

the measure of our obtaining is “according to your 
faith.” This faith, which ceases to be faith if it has 
in it one grain of question or doubt (nothing doubt- 
ing), is a supernaturally bestowed faith and is prom- 
ised only to one who is utterly yielded to God and 
wanting nothing except God’s glory. A later word 
in the same epistle points to a secret of unanswered 
prayer: “Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask 
rer that ye may spend it in your pleasures” (James 
4:3). 
The man who walks and talks with God, such a 
man as is described in the letter the New Jersey 
editor received, may always seek guidance and will 
receive it at the time he needs to use it, though the 
matter may not be clear as soqn as he expects. 

The conditions of claiming guidance from God are 
few and simple, but drastic. First there is the utter 
death of self, the desire only for that which is God’s 
will and which will glorify Him.- Then there is the 
absolute conviction, which wavers not, that God will 
give the necessary guidance because He has promised 
it. The matter is then presented before the Father, 
and the answer confidently awaited. If the answer 
is unequivocally given in His Word, we need not 
expect further answer. The counsel of consecrated 
friends is often used by God in revealing His will. 
Providential circumstances may be a big factor in de- 
termining the choice. As these things are consid- 
ered, or apart from them, a strong inner conviction 
may come that leaves us with no doubt that God has 
spoken. Such a corviction of his will never. of 
course, contradicts the Scriptures at any point. If >it 
does, then it was not the voice. of God. But often 





no such clear conviction comes when the time for 
definite choice arrives. Then we are to use our best 
judgment as to the course to be taken, and: proceed 
with absolute assurance that God has given his guid- 
ance in accordance with the promise. 

An almost invariable sign to a Christian who is 
yielded to God that he is in any particular matter 
walking in the will of God, is the sense of quiet 
peace that comes. “Thou wilt keep him in perfect 
peace whose mind is stayed on thee” (ISa. 26:3). No 
Christian should choose to do anything, whether it be 
eating, or drinking, or deciding the hours of his sleep, 
the use of his time, his engagements, the choice of his 
friends, without seeking and expecting the guidance 
of God. All of these things, to the last detail, may 
then be done with the peace of God that passeth all 
understanding guarding his heart and his thoughts in 
Christ Jesus. 
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How Reconcile 
Foreordination and Free-will ? 


In Notes on Open Letters in your issue of September 
16 you say, “Men are free to choose for themselves 
whether they will accept or reject the will of God and 
his offer of life in Jesus Christ as their Saviour.” In 
the next paragraph you say, “Not only has God fore- 
known all things, but he has even foreordained all 
things.” 

How do you reconcile the two? 

In my opinion when you introduce foreordination you 
at once break down free moral agency.—A Puzzled 
Massachusetts Reader. 


No man can reconcile foreordination and free-will. 
But fortunately we do not have to. That is not man’s 
business, but God’s. We can accept foreordination 
and free-will, because God declares both, just as we 
accept a great many things from God that we do not 
understand. 

God’s foreknowledge and foreordination are not 
theories of man; they are positive declarations of 
God, given to us in his Word. Sueh passages as 
Romans 8:29, 30, Ephesians 1: 4-6, 11, 12, Romans 
9: 11, 12, and Romans 9: 14-26, put the fact of God’s 
foreknowledge and foreordination beyond the realm 
of man’s questioning or opinion. And such passages 
as Deuteronomy 30: 19, 20, John 5:40, and Matthew 
17: 12 make equally plain the free-will of man. 

The fact that we, with our little, finite human minds, 
cannot reconcile or understand two things that seem 
to us to be contradictory, but that God has declared 
are true, ought not to trouble us for a moment. 
Think of the finite human mind attempting to under- 
stand the infinite mind of God! But it is such a 
blessing to accept, in childlike faith, whatever God 
tells us, without attempting to understand: it. For 
we accept so many things in every-day life that are 
utterly beyond the power of our reason to wuhder- 
stand. No human being understands what the prin- 


i ciple of life. is, in plants, or animals, or im human 
‘ beings. No one understands the paradox and seem- 
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ing contradiction of life out of death, which occurs 
every autumn and springtime the world over. But 
we accept the mysteries, knowing that some day we 
~~ understand them. : 

t has been suggested that we find in the human 
science of geometry a beautiful illustration of the fact 
that God’s foreordaining and man’s free-will may 
some time be seen to be not irreconcilable. We 
know, in geometry, that two parallel lines never 
meet—except at infinity. When, in the infinite life 
after death, we know even as we are known, we may 
see how the two apparently unmeeting lines of man’s 
free-will and God’s foreordination come together. 

Meanwhile, in the finite life let us avoid the danger 
of ignoring the revealed truth concerning either fore- 
ordination or free-will, or of overemphasizing either 
of these to the exclusion of the other. While the two 
do not fit well together in the logicai systems of our 
little brains, they do fit together admirably in life’s 


experience. 
Hand-clapping in Church 


_In some of the churches in this city the habit has 
grown up in the past few years of hand-clapping as 
applause for pleasing utterances of the minister or 
speaker at Sabbath services in the churches, also in the 
Sunday-school and occasionally in the week-night 
services. Do we fail in respect to God by applause to 
his servants? If it is a part of our worship to applaud 
the sermon, would it be right to applaud the prayers?— 
A Veteran Layman. 


Hand-clapping suggests that we are thinking of the 
man before us, rather than of God who és—if He 
is allowed—giving the message through the man. If 
God.in his. own personal, visible presence were ad- 
dressing a congregation, it is very doubtful whether 
any human being there would applaud Him, or even 
think of doing so. They would listen with rever- 
ence and awe; they would be convicted of sin, con- 
vinced of their need, overwhelmed with the wonder 
and the beauty of his love and the sufficiency of his 
redemption through Christ, and their hearts would 
be stirred to praise and thanksgiving. But it would 
not occur to them to express any of these feelings by 
a rousing hand-clap. God wants every service held 
in His name to be entered into and carried through 
as though he were visibly, audibly present. This sim- 
ple test will decide easily such questions as these 


for us. 
x 
Should This Man Change His Job? 


What should a Christian man do whose occupation is 
a clerk in a general store in the country, and who is 
compelled to sell cigarettes, tobacco, and other things 
that are questionable, such as certain preparations con- 
taining over ninety percent alcohol, while compelled to 
listen to profanity, vulgarity, and every kind of lan- 
guage that is bad? 

It is exceedingly distressing to me, and I often feel I 
must quit the job as it is almost unbearable at times. 
Should a Christian man give up his job under such cir- 
cumstances, or stay where he is and work under an em- 
ployer who has no scruples at all about such things? 
I seem to have no other way of getting a living, as I 
have worked at this business many years, though not 
under such circumstances all the time. I desire to live 
a clean life, but cannot see how a man can live a clean 
life as God would have him, and sell the things I have 
to sell here—A New England Layman. 


God never requires any man to do wrong in order 
to “make a living.” The selling of demoralizing 
merchandise, such as tobacco and alcohol, is bad busi- 
ness and cannot have the approval of God. God is 
plainly calling this Christian man to sever his unequal 
yoking with unbelievers (2 Cor. 6:14), and to seek 
first His righteousness; and God pledges his own 
word that all temporal needs of this child of his will 
then be provided (Matt. 6: 33). 

One of the editors of The Sunday Schol Times has 
a friend who for a year or more has been facing the 
question of getting out of the tobacco business, in 
which he was a manufacturer. He knew no other 
business; he had children to educate; but he wanted 
his life yielded wholly to Christ—and he was con- 
fronted with this practical business question. Re- 
cently he settled it, and determined to get out of the 
business, though he did not see elearly how he was to 
do it and still safeguard the interests of his partners. 
But as soon as his decision was made, God instantly 
opened the way and he got out of the business, put- 
ting himself into the hands of God in assurance that, 
since God was leading him to take this step, God 
would provide for him. He does not know yet what 
plan God has for himself and his family, but he is 
living in the joy of the Lord, winning souls, and con- 

dent of the future. 

Has this New England business man made a com- 
plete and unconditional surrender of the mastery of 
his life to the Lord Jesus? If so, and if he will now 
trust Christ wholly to be his actual life and his en- 
tire sufficiency, he can confidently go to Him and ask 
Him directly what His will is. That will will be re- 
vealed,—perhaps only a short step at a time; and 
both temporal and. spiritual blessings are guaranteed 
by the inviolable: Word of God. 





ee ee 





Paneth ane ati shit 


full 


Sch 
less 


Sur 


con 
sys 
stri 
iter 
mi: 
det 
cor 
can 
in 

det 





Qeea 


ea< On oXser 


ee 


Ot wees Coeew i tb 


— 


—e A 


weer tie OD tlt eK OM 


toe 


hehe i OP i GS Ph 


LESSON FOR DEC. $ (Rev. 2) 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


683 


When Your Scholars Ask You, “Was Jesus God?” 
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wisi Bias. Cistuben Sctaned Actealy: eash? "| 

Some oe oT Christian Science means the 
healing of di rayer. 

Others think it tind for the power of mind over 

tter. ’ 
Some think it is a form of faith cure. 

Or they believe it is based on the Bible. 

Christian Science is none of these things. 

Most Christians, and many who call themselves 
Christian Scientists, do not know what Christian 
Science really teaches. 

_If they knew, they would be startled, shocked, hor- 


rified. \ . 
- The Sunday School Times during 1917 is going to 


tell, in plain language, what Christian Science is and 
what it is not. Se! : 
A straight challenge from a Christian Science 


leader will be answered by a Christian convert from 

the “Science.” : 
And a Presbyterian layman who was a “near vic- 

tim” has a message for you that may amaze you. 


Why She Believes in Answered Prayer 


If your husband, whose life had been prayed for, 
was struck on the neck with a great sword, a blow 
certain to behead him, but somehow the sword had 
turned so that only the flat edge struck,—then blow 
after blow rained upon him, felling him to the 
ground,—and he was restored to you, while others 
were dying at the hands of those Chinese Boxer 
assassins,—would you believe in prayer? 

But that is only one incident in a rich lifetime of 
as remarkable prayer experiences as perhaps any liv- 
ing Christian to-day can recount, granted thro the 

ace of God to the well-known missionary in China, 

osalind (Mrs. G.) Goforth. As a testimony to the 
faithfulness of God Mrs. Goforth has written out 
these experiences; and many of them will be shared 
with readers of The Sunday School Times dur- 
ing 1917. 

They are beyond all human understanding,—but not 
beyond the exceeding abundant and unsearchable 
riches of His grace. 


Spiritual Cartoons 


A Chicago. newspaper cartoonist, E. J. Pace, when 
a church member and nominal Christian, was brought 
into a‘new experience of the power of Christ through 
the life and testimony of a humble foreigner in that 
city, he found that his political and newspaper work 
must give way to service for his Master; he went to 
the Philippines as a foreign missionary, served 
blessedly..there, and discovered the riches of the life 
of victory in Christ; ‘then, because of impaired 
health, he was obliged to return to this country, and 
is now in the homeland studying for increased use- 
fulness in the ministry, His talent in drawing will 
be pressed into service for readers of The Sunday 
School Times. Commencing with an early December 
lesson a striking cartoon will picture, each week, in 
a vivid and unforgetable way, a heart truth of the 
Sunday-school lesson. 


Giving 100,000 Days Every Year 


Did you know that the Christians of Korea now 
contribute 100,000 days yearly of their time for the 
systematic evangelization of their own country? This 
striking fact was one of twenty-one different news 
items out of the thrilling current story of Christian 
missions in a single instalment of the every-month 
department “From the Missionary Watch Tower,” 
conducted in the Times by Howard A. Banks. You 
can keep posted on the best things that are happening 


in the evangelization of the world by reading this 
department. : 





What Will You Say ? 


Can you answer the qremtions that you will be 
asked about the deity of Christ, as you teach the 
International erg tinge Lessons in the Gospel 
of John during the first six months of 1917? 

Gospel of John is the storm center of the 
questions about Jesus’ deity. : * 

What do you really know about the deity of Christ, 
in a final, conclusive, intelligent, espe | way? 

Was Jesus divine as men are divine, only more so? 

Was Jesus God? : 

If you want the ablest help that reverent Bible 
scholarship can give on this great, central question 
of Christianity, you will find it in The Sunday School 
Times in 1917: 

Your problems as teacher, and the problems of 
your thoughtful, inquiring, doubting, indifferent, or 
seeking pupils, will be frankly discussed, and will be 
brought under a flood of light from the strongest 
Bible teachers in America and Europe. 

For example, masterly “Side Light” articles on the 
lessons, in addition to the tenfold Lesson Department 
each week in the Times (your Lesson Tool Chest of 
10 Sharp Tools) will satisfyingly discuss such topics 
as the following: 


What is Meant By the Deity of Christ? 

Do “Christians” Really Doubt the Deity of Christ? 
Obstacles to Believing in the Deity of Christ 
What Does God Say About the Deity of Christ? 
Why Reason Requires the Deity of Christ 
Who Wrote the Fourth Gospel? 

How Shall We Study the Gospel of John? 
Why Was Jesus Called “The Word’? 
What is Meant by “The Lamb of God’’? 

If You Had Been Living in Nazareth 
What Is It to be “Born Again”? 

What Is It to Believe on Christ? 

If You Had Met a Pharisee 
When Jesus Enters Jerusalem Again 
What Is “Union With Christ’? 

Judas, the Satan Man of the Ages 
Why Do Christians Deny Their Lord? 
What Did Jesus’ Death Mean? 








Are You Having Victory in Your Own Life To-day? 


That is the acutest question in the life of the Chris- 
tian. 

God wants you to answer, “Yes.” Can you? 

Did you, know that Christ has made it perfectly 


possible for you to praise him for complete victory: 


all the time? 

The Sunday School Times is receiving more letters 
from hungering Christians on the subject of the 
Victorious Life, now, from all over the world, than 
on any subject it has ever presented during the past 
quarter of a century. 

The simple, vital, precious, revolutionizing truth of 
victory in Christ will be prominently presented in the 
columns of the Times during 1917. What victory is, 
what victory is not, how to have it, what prevents it, 
what God’s Word says about it,—these questions with 
their answers may constitute the biggest message that 
has ever come into the life of yourself and your 
friends. 





Py: Getting Results in Church and School 


ie almost every wee 4 Ly owed School Bl sar 
re is given a ull of result-bringing m 

of work that bank bane tried and have succeeded in 
real Sunday-schools. Here are a few that are coming: 


How to Raise Money Without Risking Your Life. 
Cradle Roll Discoveries and Their Best Use. 
The Electric Change in Her Junior Class. 
Finding and Molding the Heart of a Boy. 

For Teachers of Silent Classes. 
Soul—and Other Big Things—for That Men’s Class. 
“Personally Conducted” in a School of 4,000. 
Quickeners for Missionary and Soul-Winning Zeal. 


“Ask Marion Lawrancel’’—The General Secretar 
of the International Sunday School Association will 
answer your general Sunday-school questions. Adult 
Class Questions will be discussed by W. C. Pearce, 
Superintendent of the Adult Department of the In- 
ternational Sunday School Association; Home De- 
partment Questions, by James Mudge, D.D.; Teacher 
Training Quéstions, by Charles A. Oliver; Temper- 
ance Questions, by Miss Margaret Wintringer. 


The Terrors of Turkey 


Every physician in the world would have agreed 
with the decision of the Russian surgeons that the 
ninety-five pounds that was left of the big mission- 
/ary doctor would be ready to lay away in the grave in 
a few hours. But the Rev. Clarence D. Ussher, M.D., 
of Van, Turkey in Asia; is one of the livest men in 
America to-day. Probably few—who have escaped 
alive—have had more thrilling and terrible experi- 
ences in the world war than Dr. Ussher. He was in 
the very heart of the Armenian atrocities and saw 
every phase of the terrible proceedings, sharing in the 
sufferings. The story will be told by Dr. Ussher in 
early issues of The Sunday School Times. 


Digging Up An Ancient Weight in Palestine 


Said a Higher Critic of the passage in 1 Samuel 13, 
that tells of the Hebrew farmers going to the Philis- 
tine blacksmiths to have their plowshares sharpened, 
“These words are hopelessly corrupt.” Now three 
ancient weights have been discovered in Palestine; 
and the light they throw on this puzzling passage was 
discussed recently by Professor Dr. Melvin Grove 
Kyle in his department in The Sunday School Times, 
to appear about once a month in 1917, on Archeology 
and the Bible. If you want to keep posted on these 
rich discoveries, never miss Dr. Kyle’s department. 


Can a Christian Accept Evolution? 


Do you know what Evolution is? You may think 
you know; but the probability is that you do not. 
Most of those who discuss it know very little about 
it. Is it in line with, or opposed to, the Bible? Is it 
sound or false? Can you answer these questions to 
the satisfaction of thoughtful, inquiring minds, both 
younger and older? The whole question will be edi- 
torially discussed in the Times in 1917. 


He Stopped His Team to Write Music 


A farmer’s boy just had to jot down the music 
that was singing itself in his mind, on his way to 
the oats field: It was published later,—his name was 
Charles H. Gabriel. His music is sung around the 
world now. Perhaps no Gospel song in history ever 
attained, in so short a time, the international popu- 
larity of “The Glory Song.” Mr. Gabriel will tell his 
life story in The Sunday School Times in 1917. 








Now then !— 


remarkable. That’s one way to “ lift”! 


Help your club organizer 





Don’t you want to do something about it for others ? 

You can. Just send us the names and addresses of any of your fellow- 
workers who ought to know The Sunday School Times, who may never see 
it if you don’t tell us who they are. We’ll send them specimen copies. 
We'll tell them about the articles described on this page, and others equally 


By telling him now that he may count upon your renewal. He would 
see you about it, anyway; but you can help him by letting him know in 
advance that you don’t want to be without The Sunday School Times for 1917. 

And get one or two of your friends to join your club. They will thank 
you for the suggestion. That’s another way to “lift ”’! 


Enlarge the “ 


them now! 


If there’s no club in your school 


—and you are just an all-alone subscriber, why continue to pay $1.50 when 
a word from you, and a few specimen copies, can so easily lead a little group 
of at least four fellow-workers to subscribe with you at $1 apiece, each of you 


saving half-a-dollar ? 





of introductory clubs. 


—the club that has seven, eight, or nine subscribers to the Times—by liftin 

the number above the ten-mark, so that the club-organizer may have the 
free copy offered with every ten paid for in a club. Now is the time. If 
you have a club like that it is only a step to the free copy, Some of the 
not-yet subscribers are just waiting to be asked to join your club. Ask 


Ask to-day for specimen copies and our offers of books to organizers 
That’s yet another way to “ lift’! 


Address The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 


Almost There ” club 
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Russia’s Crisis and Her Exiled Prophet 


The thrilling story of Pastor William Feétler, and his message to Times readers on 
Russia’s unparalleled spiritual opportunity 











Russia did with him what all nations have done 

with their prophets—she persecuted him. But 
before persecution, something else is usually offered 
to the prophet, and they offered it to Pastor William 
Fetler, who from the pulpit of the Dom Evangelia 
Church in Petrograd was preaching the pure Gospel 
of the saving grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and 
drawing hungry souls by the hundreds. -In Moscow, 
too, and in a number of other cities there were 
churches established by this fiery pastor who was 
daring to stand outside the great Russian Church 
and to call men away from a dead formalism to a 
living Christ. 

The faithful in the Greek Church must by all 
means stop this man. So high officials sent for him 
and offered to make him a Bishop, and later an Arch- 
bishop, if he would come into the fold of the Mother 
Church. It was a choice between a place of great 
honor that would lead to ease and wealth, and the 
place of a er and persecuted prophet. This pastor 
has a touch of humor, though his face and words 
are those of a man with one burning passion, and that 
a passion to save a great nation. e told his fellow- 
countrymen that the prize they offered was entirely 
too small for him to consider. Now, if they would 
make him Pope, he suggested, he might listen to the 
proposal. 

They were not looking for a Pope of that caliber. 
And they were determined that Pastor Fetler must 
cease preaching in the Name of Jesus Christ. Every 
hindrance was put in the way of his work, until finally 
the official order was secured forbidding him to 
preach. Officers were sent to the church to see that 
the order was enforced. “Let me read it, to see ex- 
actly what I am forbidden to do,” said the pastor, 
taking the official order. It forbade him to preach. 
Iie so announced to his people, and then opened the 
Word of God and read to them. He closed the book 
and said: “Let us pray.” Pastor Fetler is a man of 
prayer, and he would give no encouragement to the 
misuse that is sometimes made of prayer’ by address- 
ing it to the people instead of to God. Yet many will 
doubtless agree that the Spirit was leading him when 
the pastor strictly obeyed every injunction of the 
order forbidding him to preach, and gave his message 
that day in the form of a prayer. 


From Prayer-Meeting to Siberia 

When the great war broke out the opportunity 
came to those who were eager to suppress Pastor 
Fetler’s work. It was easy now to get military orders 
that would put a stop te evangelical preachers or to 
other objectionable characters. Soon after the be- 
ginning of the war Pastor Fetler was taken out of 
his prayer-meeting by policemen, acting by the order 
of the military governor of Petrograd. Mr. Fetler 
knew nothing of the reason for the arrest, but he 
learned later that there were accusations that he had 
some connection with the German government, 
though there was not even any basis for a suspicion 
that he was connected in any way with German 
interests. 

Guarded in front and behind by police officers, 
the pastor was led away to prison as the first stop- 
ping place on the journey to Siberia. He lifted up 
his soul to God asking the meaning of this Via 
Dolorosa. 

“God answered then and there,” he writes, “with 
words peaceful and reassuring, and the prisoner be- 
gan in turn to praise Him: ‘If this be thy will for 
thy servant, then there is nothing for him to fear, 
even if the way lead toward a snowy Siberian grave; 
for on the other side, even of a Siberian grave, there 
is a resurrection.’ The prisoner realized that at his 
side, besides the police officer there was Another, a 
greater Guide, to head the procession.” 

So -Russia exiled her prophet. Through special 
intervention the sentence of exile to Siberia was 
commuted, but on cendition that Pastor Fetler leave 
the country. They got his body out of the country, 
and the plan to close his mouth was effectually ac- 
complished.. That was Russia’s plan. What was the 
plan of that Other Guide who walked with the 
prisoner from the forsaken little band in the prayer- 
meeting room in Petrograd? 

To this preacher whom Russia exiled to prevent 
his spreading the evangelical truth in his native land, 
God has opened a field of a million and a half 
Russians from every part of the great empire, gath- 
ered in places where they have hours of leisure time 
on their hands and are -hungry to devour any read- 
ing given to them. Is it not one of the thrilling 
romances of this war as well .as-an uncovering of 
the hand of God,—this plan to get the Gospel to those 
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hundreds of thousands of Russian prisoners, so that 
in place of one exile returning to Russia, God may 
send hundreds or thousands of men with transformed 
lives and a new knowledge of the living Christ to 
scatter the seeds in many places in Russia. 

The Editor has asked Pastor Fetler himself to tell 
readers of The Sunday School Times something of 
this work. Many readers who are. having a share 
through prayer and through gifts in the miracle 
work that God is carrying on through the Nortons 
among the Belgian soldiers will rejoice to know of 
this very similar work among war prisoners of Russia 
and other nations. You will want to have a share 
in this also. Remember as you read Pastor Fetler’s 
story that back of the simple words that give the 
facts of this work there is a burning heart, on fire 
with the flame of Christ’s own desire to see of the 
travail of His soul in Russia: 


tears, appeals _to the doctor ‘to save her dying 

child; and ‘certainly.,hearts» should be stirred to 
benevolent action -when a representative of a war- 
ridden nation comes and tells of the horrors of 
ruined homes, of Famine and Death walking up and 
down the land. But we come with a sorrow greater 
than that of the crying mother, a need more appall- 
ing than the massacfe of bodies. Let those who have 
understood not only the spirit but also the mission 
of Christ turn their ear to our cry for help! 

Of all the mighty beginnings of evangelical move- 
ments in Russia, none could be equal in amount and 
degree of blessing to the work—if its objective is 
realized—of the Gospel. Committee for Work Among 
War Prisoners, which was started several months 
ago in the city of New York by a number of Ameri- 
can Christian leaders. 

A motley crowd they are—these war prisoners. 
All parts of Russia have sent their representatives. 
There are Little Russians and Great Russians, stal- 
wart men from White Russia and from the Black 
Sea; Siberian tundras (prairies) and Caucasian 
steppes and mountains, Archangel in the north and 
Astrahan in the southeast, have sent their representa- 
tives. Besides these there are Poles, Lithuanians, 
Letts, Estonians, Hebrews, and what not. And amidst 
them all, Cossacks are mingling, those famous half- 


: IS pathetic when a mother, overflowing with 





A Soldier’s Lament 


After a recent concert given for the entertain- 
ment of a number of soldiers, one of them was 
asked to propose the vote of thanks. He 
arose and said: “We are very grateful for the 
amusement afforded us to-night; and we ap- 
preciate all the musical talent brought for our 
enjoyment. But we are off to the front 
to-morrow; and 1 do not know how to die— 
I am not prepared to meet God: | only wish 
there had been something for our souls.” 
Reprinted from The Morning Star. 





Will you help to satisfy the soul hunger of 
the thousands of prisoners spoken of on this 
page, and through them the hunger of untold 
thousands of their lost countrymen? Your 
gift may be sent to the Editor of The Sunday 
School Times, Philadelphia, who will gladly 
forward it to the treasurer of the Gospel Com- 
mittee for Wor: Among War Prisoners, of 


which Pastor Fetler is acting as Field Secretary. 











Asiatic warriors with fierce faces, but kind hearts 
if you go deep enough. 

e who died for you has died also for those 
Russian war prisoners and for the 170,000,000 
their compatriots in their homeland, and he suffers 
for them still, He sees their moral and physical 
corruption, he has bent countless times with a lis- 
tening ear over the great Slav Empire and heard the 
groans of bondmen of sin, and their prayers of 
despair at the shrine of the Unknown God. 

The Gospel has not been permitted to be preached 
freely in Russia thus far, but now we can reach the 
war prisoners. They are eager to read Christias 
literature, and they are permitted to do so. Already 
many thousands of tracts, portions of Scripture, New 
Testaments and Bibles in the Russian language have 
been distributed among them by faithful and self- 
sacrificing workers. Both Germans and Russians 
there in those pits camps have forgotten that they 
are enemies. Round the Book of God they all are 
brethren, made members of one family through the 
Cross of Christ. As a Russian prisoner, with his 
Bible in his hand and pointing his finger upward, 
very touchingly said to one of the workers, “There, 
no Russians, no Germans, no French—all brothers, 
no war and death and blood. We shall see each 
other in heaven again.” 

When the writer first heard of the plight of his 
countrymen in the war prison camps of Germany and 
Austria, during the first weeks of his banishment in 
Sweden, his thoughts at once turned toward the 
United States, the country of the free, with the 
many millions of Protestant fellow-Christians. 
“Surely,” thought he, “they will rally with enthusi- 
asm to this unprecedented opportunity, one probably 
never to return, of reaching Russia’s millions with 
the Gospel!” 

Will he be disappointed in his expectations? Will 
he have to leave the shores of this great land in any 
way discouraged, not on behalf of himself, but on 
account,.of..a tremendous cause, with eternal possi- 
bilities ? 2 ae ts 


After Bibles Like Hungry Wolves 


Scriptures and tracts in the Russian language are 
brought to the war prison camps by colporteurs and 
evangelists, .Away from their homes, amidst a peo- 
ple of an unknown tongue, any literature in their 
native language is welcomed by everybody. There 
is no hesitancy in getting one’s share. From some 
of our reports from the other side it seems that the 
hunger of mind is almost surpassing even the hun- 
ger of the body. Note a couple of sentences from 
the letter of one of the brethren who has devoted 
himself to the work. It is simply a matter-of-fact 
report without straining to be forceful, but the facts 
witnessed cannot help lending tremendous force to 
these words: 

. wt got rid of the literature in the turning of a 
and.” 

“They came in great haste like hungry wolves to 
receive the tracts.” 

“I was literally overwhelmed in the barracks, as 
everybody wanted to get a Bible or a New Testa- 
ment.” 

“Many have been prisoners for almost two years, 
and in all this time have heard nothing from wives 
and children. In their suffering, God’s Word appeals 
to them and they receive it gladly.” 

Already quite a number of the Russian prisoners 
have been brought to a personal, saving. knowledge 
of Christ. Meetings-have been inaugurated, and with 
the permission of the authorities, have been held 
night after night, first attended by three and four, 
until the barrack was too small to hold all who 
wanted to hear the Gospel. The Seed is the Word, 
and it is bringing abundant fruit. But thus far only 
a few of the camps have been reached. There are 
camps with 15,000, 10,000, 5,000, and varying numbers 
of prisoners. What the Gospel could do if planted 
in- such a soil! especially since the Russians are 
known to be so religiously inclined, their very na- 
tional character having stamped upon them the name 
“Bogonosets,” the God-Bearers, that is, such who 
carry in themselves God. 

Let no one think, however, that after giving the 
Gospel to the war prisoners the work has been fin- 
ished. Your ten dollars will place the story of sal- 
vation in the hands of from four to five hundred 
men. That is the sowing.. But let the war come to 
the long-expected close. These very men are ex- 
changed with the Austrian and German prisoners in 
Russia. They come to their homes, scattered in the 
myriads of villages, hamlets and towns all over the 
vast empire. They come with their old bodies, but 
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new hearts and with a new spirit within them. 
They went to war with unbridled appetites for 
alcohol and all kinds of evil. They return sober, not 
because the “Little Father,” the Tsar, has prohibited 
vodka, and there is none to get, but because of con- 
viction, and because they would not have it, even if 
it was flowing about them like the Volga or the 
Dnieper. They have come home changed through the 
Christian literature put into their’ hands, thanks to 
the gifts of the American Christian friends. Now 
they begin to preach the Gospel to their families and 
friends. Strangers come also to inquire about the 
Way of Life. Out of the converts develop pastors, 
teachers, and evangelists to feed and edify the flock 
of God, and to turn many more to Sees. 

The value of your gift now will multiply manyfol 
and one day, “the great day of the Feast,” you wil 
find your hundred, fifty, ten dollar bills, or whatever 
your gift may have been, transmuted into redeemed 
souls at the right hand of Him who sits upon the 
Throne. 

The Gospel Committee for Work Among War 
Prisoners, Bible House, Astor Place, New York City, 
thas been formed to do this work as its one definite 
object. We are deeply thankful to God for the con- 
siderable. interest which has been already shown 
towards this work by a number of Christian men in 
this country. -Mr. Hugh R. Monro, treasurer of the 
National Bible Institute, has been elected Chairman. 

Dr. J. H. Jowett writes about the work as follows: 


among all the 


I do not know of any opportuni long. 
which is more 


opportunities in Europe to do g 
fraught with promise. .. . et 
I commend the movement to the Christian peo- 
le of this country. This country has shown its 
Seawinkade toward stricken Europe in a hundred 
ways; in none could that beneficence be more fruit- 
fully expressed than in sending the evangel of the 
Lord Jesus to these great multitudes of Russian 
prisoners. 
With good wishes, 
Yours sincerely, 
: J. H. Jowerr. 


About forty different publications have been pre- 
pared by the Committee for the Russians. We earn- 
estly desire to have at least 100,000 copies of the full 
Russian Bible published, as most of the Russian pris- 
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oners have never read the Bible, and many are ing 
for it. An edition of at least 100,000 of John Bun- 
yan’s Pilgrim’s Progress, that wonderful Christian 
classic, would prove a source of great blessing, and 
lead many a modern pilgrim from the City of De- 
struction to the Heavenly Zion. We are kept from 
going on with these larger books through lack of 
unds. 2 ' 


As I picture to my mind the scenes of “Paradise 
Regained” that may become a fact throughout the 
great, dark empire which has waited for more than 
a thousand years for the feet of him that bringeth 
eta that publisheth peace and salvation, m 

rt almost bleeds at the thought that through lac 
of vision, through self-engrossment, spiritual leth- 
argy, and not devoting enough time to prayer, so as 
tote able to discern the mind of the Master, this 
so ignen may be lost. 

ill each one who is interested send us a post- 
card, giving’ name and address, and the Committee 
will be glad to send to each address full information 
about the plans, and continuous reports about the 
progress of the work. Help us financially if you can. 

The Treasurer of the Gospel Committee is Mr. 
Edwin M. Bulkley, a Christian banker of the firm 
of Spencer Trask & Co. He is an earnest and de- 
voted servant of God, and is giving us his valuable 
services free of charge. All gifts should be sent to 
his office, 25 Broad Street, Ne» York City, or to the 
Editor of the Sunday School Times. 

As far as the writer is able, he will be glad to visit 
churches or special meetings in the interest of this 
work. Invitations can be addressed to Room 138, 
Bible House, New York a 

The Committee is also willing to send a number of 
illustrated pamphlets and reports about the work to 
pastors, brotherhood leaders, Sunday-school superin- 
tendents and others who might be willing to give 
them out in their respective meetings, and thus to help 
the work. 

Pray for this work, and for each tract and Scrip- 
ture portion which is placed in the hands of the war 
prisoners. Prayer is needed first, last, and fore- 
most, for we who are engaged in this work feel that 
however well we on this side might be planting, and 
our workers in Europe watering, the increase is to 
come from God. 

New York Ciry. 








Memorizing Millions of Bible Verses. 
The Bible Success Band and its ten years of world outreach 


By George T. B. Davis 








HE year 1917 marks the tenth anniversary of 
the Bible Success: Band,—an effective plan for 

learning a verse of Scripture daily that God has 
marvelously blessed throughout the world. Started 
in a small way a decade ago by an American woman 
living in England, Mrs. E. A. ‘R. Davis, the move- 
ment now has branches in a dozen countries, and has 
enriched the lives of tens of thousands of Christians 
in both Orient and Occident. 

Some idea of the magnitude of the work of the 
Band may be: gained if one. stops to estimate the 
number of Scripture verses that have been learned 
by the members of the movement during the last 
decade. Reckoning roughly according to the number 
of Band booklets that have been issued during the 
last ten years, the number of verses memorized 
reaches the amazing total of some fifty millions. 
However, making all allowances for booklets not 
used continuously or at all, and not counting those 
who may study from the same booklet, ‘the fact still 
remains that through this simple but God-sent move- 
ment, during the past decade many millions of 
Scripture verses have been hidden in the hearts of 
people in Christian and missionary. lands to become 
“an enduring possession.” Indeed, in China alone 
during -the year 1916 the members of the Band 
throughout that great nation doubtless memorized 
from one to five million Scripture verses. It would 
scarcely be possible to overestimate the blessed re- 
sults of hiding these millions of verses in‘ the hearts 
of human beings throughout the length and breadth 
of the earth. ‘ 

While the movement was still in its infancy Chris- 
tian leaders quickly recognized the value of the Band, 
and have given this plan of daily memorizing the 
Bible their heartiest commendation. Dr. J. Wilbur 
Chapman wrote: “To know the Word and live it is 
the secret of holy living. 

*I know of a Book, a marvelous Book 
With a message to all who hear; 
And I know of a Name, a marvelous Name 
That illumines its pages clear. 
The Book is his Word, its message I’ve heatd: 
I know of a Name, a precious Name; . 
"Tis Jesus.’ 


The Bible Success Band magnifies both this Book 
and his Name, and therefore has God’s blessing 
upon it.” 

Mr. Charles M. Alexander, in a message to the 
members of the Bible Success Band, said: “Before 
retiring at night place your Bible under your pillow 
or close beside your bed, and when your eyes open 
each new day, reach for it and learn a verse the first 
thing. Before Satan can place a wrong thought in 
your mind, let His Word bring you a thought of God. 
When one starts the day right, the battle is half won.” 

Within a year after the Bible Success Band was 
inaugurated in England, it was started in America, 
and the following year in Australia, China, Japan, 
and Korea; and it has since been spreading from 
country to country with the passing years. In China 
the movement is being promoted throughout the 
country by the Rev. George A. Clayton. This year 
about 15,000 of the Band booklets in Chinese were 





THE BEST IN TEN YEARS 


Andrew Murray, Billy.Sunday, J. H. 
Jowett, J. Stuart Holden, are among the 
contributors to the tenth anniversary book- 
let of the famous Bible Success Band. 
Read Mr. Davis’ article, then send in 
your order early for booklets for your- 
self, the members of your class, or for . 
Christmas gifts for your friends. It costs 
12 cents for each copy if you order ten 
or more, or 15 cents for a single copy, 
and you can order from The Sunday 


School Times Company, Philadelphia. 
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issued, and probably some thousands more will be 
needed to supply the demand for the 1 v7 booklets. 
Mr. Clayton writes that he has receiv rge num- 
bers of letters from missionaries and Chinese Chris- 
tians commending the movement and calling for 
booklets. Here are extracts from two letters: “I 
could use ninety if you have them; our Christians 
need this help. They need to join some Band for 
learning Bible passages. About forty of our girls 
and women learned some three hundred verses last 
year.” In another letter the writer said, “I have 
placed them (one hundred booklets) mostly among 
students’ in our college. I now write to ask if you 
will send me another hundred for the use of a select 
number of church leaders who are to meet in con- 
ference here early in January.” 

In Korea also the Band is bringing blessing to 
multitudes of native Christians. r. Gerlad Bon- 
wick, secretary for the movement in that country, 
says: “Every one appreciates the Bible Success Band 
so much in Korea. The booklets are used in thou- 
sands of families as a part of family prayers, the 
whole family committing the verses each day. We 
are thankful indeed for such an attractive incentive 
for the memorizing of the Word of God. My own 
girls are loyal members of the Band.” 

In India under the energetic direction of Dr. 
Margaret MacKellar, of Neemuch, the Band has made 
splendid progress since its inauguration there a year 
ago. Two thousand booklets were printed in Hindi 
the first year, and missionaries and native Chris- 
tians unite in welcoming the movement to India. 

Last year the Band was started in Finland through 
the efforts of Miss Wilhelmina Appiainen, who had 
become acquainted with the movement while a mis- 
sionary in China. In a letter to the founder of the 
movement she says: “For three years I have been 
a member of the Bible Success Band, and I am de- 
lighted with the help it has been to me. At present 
I am in Suomi, and am doing all I can to spread the 
Band in Finland.” 

The latest country in which the Bible Success Band 
has been inaugurated is Italy. Through the co-oper- 
ation of an Italian pastor in Florence, the Rev. Ig- 
nazio Rivera, the 1917 booklet is being printed in the 
Italian language. In writing about the need of the 
movement in Italy Mr. Rivera says: “It will be the 
best way of giving the Bible to our people. It will 
be the spring of a greatly wanted revival. I.am ready 
to do anything I can for this purpose. If you could 
come and visit our country it will greatly improve 
the movement throughout the land. The Bible Suc- 
cess Band is a joy, a privilege, a blessing, a promise 
of revival.” 

The tenth anniversary number of the Bible Success 
Band booklet for the year 1917 has just been printed, 
and it is the most beautiful of the series issued thus 
far. In addition to the illuminated cover, the 1917 
edition contains, an illuminated border on the inside 
pages, the list of verses to be memorized during the 
year, and a number of stirring messages on the value 
of memorizing God’s Word from some of the most 
famous Christian leaders living to-day. 

The veteran apostle of prayer, Dr. Andrew Mur- 
ray, sends a strong message from South Africa in his 
eighty-eighth year, in which he shows that it is only 
by the wonderful gift of memory that God’s Word 
is kept in one’s heart so as to exercise its power and 
produce its fullest blessing. Dr. William A. Sunday 
contributes a stirring message on why we should 
commit Scripture to memory, in which he says: “No 
Christian may consider himself rightly equipped for 
service until he has committed portions of the Bible.” 
Dr. J. H. Jowett, of New York, contributes’to the 
anniversary number a message of great literary 
beauty, in which he describes four things that the 
Bible will do for us if we “turn to it every day, and 
read and learn its precious word.” Dr. J. Stuart 
Holden, of London, tells how it is necessary for 
Christians to imitate the example of their Master in 
storing “both mind and memory with the very words 
of God.” Dr. Alexander Smellie, of Scotland, con- 
tributes a beautiful message on the living and life- 
giving Word, in which he says: “What souls are 
so tingling and aglow with life as the souls which 
are fed and sustained by the very words of God in 
his Book?” 

The 1917 booklet with its illuminated cover and 
borders; with its messages from Christian leaders, 
together with their pictures and autograph signatures ; 
and its list of verses to be memorized, makes an ideal 
Christmas present for Sunday-school scholars, and 
a splendid Christmas card for sending to friends. 
The booklet is so beautiful that it ic a real work of 
art; while if the plan of memorizing is followed it 
will constitute, as Lord Bryce observed in his mes- 
sage to the Band members, “a delight through life.” 

American readers may obtain the booklet from The 
Sunday School Times Company, Philadelphia, at 12 
cents each in quantities of ten or more, or at 15 
cents for a single copy. 

_ Will you not join with others in praying for God’s 
richest blessing upon this movement, and will you 
not labor earnestly to extend its benefits among your 
neighbors and friends? ‘ 





Our Visit to the Belgian Queen 


Second in the series on two months of blessing 
near the 


firing line 
By Edith Fox Norton 





The Nortons were waiting for a motor that the 

Igian government was kindly sending to take 
them from La Panne, the tiny capital of un- 
conquered Belgium, fifteen miles from the firing 
line. Mrs. Norton told in the Times of Novem- 
ber 4 how, after many halts, they obtained the 
unheard of privilege of getting to La Panne, 
with the hope of staying two weeks. But they 
were ordered to leave at the end of three days 
and were packed, ready to go. A motor came, 
not to take them away, however, but to have 
them wait upon Queen Elizabeth, of Belgium. 


MESSENGER from the Queen! Our hearts 
Ave heavy because we must leave La Panne 

after a three days’ stay, because of military 
regulations, when we had hoped and planned to re- 
main there for two weeks. So many of the boys 
who were planning to visit us must be disappointed, 
and the mission on which we had come seemed 
doomed to be a disappointment. Yet we were able 
to say, “Thy will, not mine, be done,” and really to 
believe that some way it would work together for 
good. Then just an hour before our departure, came 
the message from Queen Eliz ‘eth. 

The messenger proved to be a very military looking 
major-in-waiting, but he was ver gracious as he ex- 
plained to us that Her Majesty would be pleased to 
receive us immediately at the Villa Royal. 

La Panne, perhaps I should explain, is only a little 
distance from the firing line, not farther than fifteen 
or twenty miles from any part of the Belgian front. 
At night it is possible to see plainly the “starlights” 
thrown up from the battlefield, and to hear the roar 
of the guns. During the day we could watch air 
fights between the Belgian and German aeroplanes, 
seeing the shrapnel burst into balls of flame, and die 
into tufts of white cloud, leaving dozens of white 
patches in the sky, among which the aeroplanes 
seemed to be darting quite fearlessly and unafraid. 
And everywhere, through the little streets and over 
the dunes, crowds of Belgian soldiers daily throng 
the little seaside war capital of free 3 
La Panne. 

Soldiers everywhere; drilling. and manoeuvering 
for hours at a time, on the beach: in front of our 
hotel; crowding around the camp kitchen, farther 
. along the. sands, and then hastening back to their 
quarters, carrying their dinner in a little pail; some- 
times playing games and tumbling over each other 
like puppies on the sands; and still farther along 
the beach where the gendarmes do not allow civilians 
to penetrate, we could hear the rat-tat-tat of the 
machine guns, and see the bullets splashing into the 
sea, as the soldiers practised at shooting. 

On other parts of the beach the soldiers are taught 
to throw hand grenades, and are trained in the many 
activities of modern warfare. Into a group of 
Belgian soldiers, such as we saw congregated at every 
corner of the little capital, one day a German aero- 
plane dropped some bombs, killing eighty. One of 
eur boys brought us a fragment of the shell dropped 
at the time. He had been quite near when the 
tragedy occurred. 

Here come certain regiments of the Belgian sol- 
diers for their “Grand Repos,” or long rest back of 
the lines, at stated intervals; and here, month in and 
month out, live the King and Queen of the Belgians, 
en the little strip of territory still remaining to them. 
Living lives of the greatest simplicity, they share in 
a large measure the hardships of the soldiers. Are 
certain trenches flooded with water, in which, not- 
withstanding, the soldiers must keep their vigil? 
King Albert will presently appear, making his way 
through the water and mud, to cheer his brave sol- 
diers by his presence. 

And the Queen herself is to be encountered almost 
any place along the lines. “Always,” said one sol- 
dier, “she asks us about our families, and if we have 
any request to make we always make it to her, and 
she writes it down.” Many a boy whom we have met 
in hospital at La Panne or later in England, tells us, 
“The Queen called to see me, and she herself dressed 
my wound.” For daily she goes to the great Hospital 
de L’Ocean, and herself dresses the wounds of the 
soldiers. Another of our boys told us that when he 
was decorated (he bears the highest order of the 
Belgian army, the Chevalier of the Order of Leo- 
pold), that it was the Queen who pinned on his dec- 
oration, and wept as she did it. And the King said 
to him, “I would rather give you this decoration than 
to any general in my army.” 

Farther up the beach from our hotel, nestled among 
the sand dunes, stand the two villas set aside for 
royal use. Along the whole sea front are stretched 
barbed wire entanglements; in front of our hotel 
was a newly prepared trench, guarded by sentry, and 
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back and forth along the sea front day and night 
ride the mounted police keeping watch. 

It was to the Villa Royal that we were to proceed 
that night for our interview with the Queen. It 
would never do to keep a Queen waiting, so as we 
hastily emerged from our hotel, after a quick change 
of toilette, we commandeered the first motor car in 
sight. It belonged to a Belgian officer, but “It is for 
a visit to the Queen,” and the car was ours. 

We were met at the entrance of the larger villa 
by an officer, and conducted through to the back, 
where we crossed to the smaller building and entered 
from the back, the second villa, which is the resi- 
dence of their Majesties. 


A clergyman’s banquet starts them, and 
sixty infidels feel their effect 


Needham’s Sword and a Doctor’s Knife 
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ing room, and standing near a table with a soft 

shaded lamp we saw Her Majesty, Queen Elizabet 

She advanced graciously to meet us, shaking hand 

with us and showing us to seats on either side ¢ 

herself. 

It ~y | never be our 
u 


rivilege to meet anothe 
Queen, but at least we 


ve seen one who full 

ed the title. Frail and little she seemed, and i 

nitely sad, and so gentle and kindly. When sh 

spoke, in excellent English, she spoke very slow], 
( Continued on page 695) 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 












verted in the first week of the meeting. It was 


Teer son of the Episcopalian clergyman was con- 
in a town in West Virginia of about 6,000 popu- 


lation, and a union revival campaign was in progress, 


with Thomas Needham in charge. With him was a 
singer to assist in the work. 

When the second week of the campaign was 
launched, an event of exceptional importance oc- 
curred in the town. The Episcopalian clergyman had 
a banquet. The banquet was not held in celebration 
of the conversion of his son. Indeed, it was a ques- 
tion whether any of the guests were whole-heartedly 
in for the revival that Mr. Needham was conducting. 
They drank wine at that banquet, and they played 
cards. The whole affair was a direct and bold chal- 
lenge to the kind of Christianity that was being 
preached by the evangelist from Philadelphia. How 
would the challenge be met? 

It was not Needham’s way to pass over in silence 
such an event. And it seemed scarcely wise to meet 
it with silence. The minister’s action had stirred 
the town, and its effect on many of the young people 
was likely to be very marked. Expectantly the peo- 
ple came to the evangelistic meeting on the following 
night. What would the, preacher say about it? They 
had not long to wait. He said it. .And he said it in 
such a way that no ne in the building had much 
doubt about his opinion of .that. banquet. _Needham 
trained the guns of his fiery eloquence and his right- 
eous indignation upon the iniquity and worldliness of 
Christians who would seek to hinder in such a way 
the work of God in rescuing lost souls. It is probable 
that the young people who were present never lis- 
tened to a plainer talk upon the evils of mixing with 
the world. What would be the devil’s answer? 

The news of the evangelist’s attack -spread like 
wildfire. One of the guests at the banquet was Dr. 
Y., a young society man of great influence in the com- 
munity, and a church attendant. Dr. Y. heard of some 
of the things that Evangelist Needham had said 
about the banquet. He determined to take up the 
cudgels for the clergyman, and declared that he would 
have it out with that evangelist. The young doctor 
was a wicked man, and capable of daring and des- 
perate measures. 

The next day Needham was walking to the post- 
office with one of the local pastors. They were pass- 
ing a drug-store, when suddenly out from the door 
darted a young man brandishing a knife. It was Dr. 
Y. With an oath he sprang before the two ministers, 
and cried, “I am here to champion E.,” referring to his 
pastor. “You said so and so,” and he repeated some 
of the strong sentences from the sermon of the night 
before that had been quoted to him. 

“I certainly did,” was the impulsive answer of the 
undaunted preacher. 

With that the doctor made a lunge for Needham, 
and missed him. He made a second lunge, slashed 
the evangelist’s coat, and, carried forward by the 
force of his thrust, fell out upon the street. Need- 
ham sprang upon him and seized the knife. 

“I could put this knife through you, if I wanted 
to,” he remarked to his fallen foe. 

He threw the knife across the street, and with a 
few other suggestions to the doctor he released him 
and continued on his way to the post-office with his 
brother preacher. Caution might have suggested re- 
turning another way, to avoid the enraged doctor. 
But Needham walked back on the main street by the 
same way that he had come. Just before reaching the 
drug-store they had to pass a small alley, and hidden 
there Dr. Y., who had not yet had enough, was wait- 
ing for the evangelist. There was another tussle. 


This time a policeman interfered, and Dr. Y. found 
himself in a prison cell, where he remained for sev- 
eral hours to think over more calmly the merits of 
the case. 

That night there were nine hundred people crowded 
into the church where the revival meetings were be- 
ing held, and many were turned away.__Needham 
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Ther: 
had completely won the young people of the town™ twent 
and a great wave of indignation spread among them™ 4, R 
when they heard of the murderous attack by Dr. Y@ ang , 
The more thoughtless ones suggested that they cap} jhe < 
ture the doctor and tar and feather him. The idea unde 
was taken up, and the news of it reached Mr. Need- Ar 
ham. He pleaded with the people from the pulpit® ypat 
not to think of such a thing. “God will deal with} joy 
that young fellow,” he told them, and declared that] ¢o th 
it would kill the meetings to attempt to take ven-§ oyr 
geance into their own hands. of t 
In that town and its neighborhood there was a club} pati 
of sixty infidels. They secured atheistic literature} sin 
from the North and worked to scatter it throughout} was 
the South. .As a result of Needham’s four weeks’ Pat: 
evangelistic meetings, out of that group of sixty perc 
infidels fifty-nine accepted Jesus Christ as their® Ch, 
Saviour. The bravery of the evangelist in hitting # 
straight from the shoulder against: evil.and question- ¥ Tw 
able things was the entering wedge that led to this | T 
marvelous work of grace among these professed foes 3 mai 
of Christ. And practically every one of the other] wit 
unconverted attendants on the meetings was. swept | ( 
into the Kingdom. ‘ wa: 
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Thomas Needham’s Last Adventure on 
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N MONDAY, October 2, I received a note from co! 
Mr. Needham, saying that he would come }to Ch 
The Sunday School Times office the nextday to talk pr 
over some of the other incidents of his career. that co 
were to form a closing article in this series of hi 
extraordinary adventures in evangelism. Mr. Need- ea 
ham was to be in town that day to lead one of the sh 
prayer gatherings in the conference that met in tr 
Philadelphia to pray for our Lord’s speedy return. ce 


On Sunday, October 1, Mr.. Needham had just 4 ( 
given one of his strong Bible messages to his con- | 
gregation in Bethlehem Baptist Church,. Philadelphia, i 
which the had been serving for.about nine months. j 
After the sermon the ordinance of baptism was to 
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be administered, and the pastor went into his study 
to put on his baptismal robes. But he did not return 
to the waiting people. As one of his aged members 
helped him with his robe in the little room there 
was a sudden stroke, and the beloved evangelist, him- 
self only past the sixty mark, fell unconscious to the 
floor. Soon after, his spirit fled to the Lord whom 
he had diligently served and for whose return he 
expectantly waited. The soldier who in his fight of 
faith, as well as before he knew that he was to be 
in the fight of faith, had had so many hairbreadth 
escapes from violent death, died just as he himself 
would have chosen, in the very midst of his service 
for Christ and His Kingdom. - 

His “adventures in evangelism,” of which the article 
on this page is the closing story, have clearly re- 
vealed the characteristics that made Thomas C. Need- 
ham a true and strong evangelist, and a successful 
soukwinner. He was a man of the Book,—a réal 
teacher. He despised any “trimming” in the pulpit, 
and never blunted the sword of the Spirit by any 
comprorfiise. He preached the plain, simple Gospel 
of saving grace, and it was his unflinching courage in 
giving to men the whole counsel of God that led him 
into many of the unusual adventures from which he 
was so miraculously delivered, and which were used 
so directly for the glory of God. 

To Thomas Needham there was nothing accidental 
in his escapes, and he never walked into danger and 
into desperate places because of any spirit of ad- 
venture. And there was no uncertainty in his heart 
when he entered so suddenly into the last great 
adventure. Some men call it a “great adventure” be- 
cause they believe it uncertain, but in this as in all 
the lesser sudden happenings of his life, Thomas 
Needham was sure of the outcome of the adventure, 
because his God was in it. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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By James M. 


[ Is this Book a Riddle or a Revelation ? 


What is the key to the last book of the Bible, 


Dean of the Moody Bible 


Gray, D.D., 





be the product of an unbalanced mind.” “It’s too 
gruesome.” “Its figures are monstrous.” “Its ter- 
rors are unthinkable.” “No one can understand it.” 
All these things, and more, have been said against 
the only book of the Bible that has this encourag 
promise attached to it: “Blessed is he that readetiy 
and they that hear the words of this proph 
keep those thi which are written therein ; 
time is at hand” (Rev. 1:3). z 
Commentators have contributed to this strange 
contradiction by multiplying words without wisdom. 
There is an old cyclopedia that devotes no less than 
twenty-six pages to just the titles of commentaries 
on Revelation. Given the knowledge of such a fact, 
and what “natural man” at least, save a searcher after 
the curious, would ‘have the patience or courage to 
undertake the study of such a book y 
And yet it is a book of the Bible. It is a part of 
that which “holy men of God spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost” (2 Pet. 1:21). it belongs 
to those things which “were written aforetime . . . for 
our learning, that we through patience and comfort 
of the Scriptures might have hope” (Rom. 15: 4). 
Rationalistic criticism has not been. able to under- 
mine the conviction of the church, that: Revelation 
was written by the Apostle John, on the Isle of 
Patmos, whither he was exiled by the Roman em- 
peror toward the close of the first century of the 
Christian era (1:9, 10). 
Twenty-five Reasons Why You Should Study It 
There are twenty-five reasons why the “spiritual 
man” should read and study the book of Revelation 
with: avidity. p : 
(1) It. is the “revelation of Jesus Christ”; (2) it 
was given Him of God. with a special object; (3) it 
is cognizable only by “his servants”; (4) it reveals 
“things which must shortly come to s”; (5) it is 
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iture |: specially authenticated; (6) its reading is rewarded 

, with a special promise; (7) its theme is the second 
e from coming of Christ; (8) it contains a revelation of 
me } to Christ after his ascension; (9) it describes - his 
to talk present interest in and attention to the walk and 
or. that conduct of his church; (10) it forecasts ‘the spiritual 
ies of history of- his church until the conclusion of its 
Need- earthly- period; (11) it describes the judgments that 
of the shall be visited upon the earth after the church is 
net in translated; (12) it witnesses to the deliverance of 
urn. | certain classes of people out of those judgments ; 
i just 4 (13) it mentions particular wonders which the earth 
$s con- | will'behold in those days; (14) it gives the history 
eIphia, | of Israel during the hour of her “Tribulation”; (15) 
onths, } it traces the rise and development of the anti-Christ ; 
vas to | (16) it predicts and describes the battle of Armaged- 
study § don; (17) it demonstrates the overthrow of the 
return § present world systems as well as the great city in 
mbers which they find their focus; (18) it is the only book 
there that portrays the actual coming of Christ; (19) it 
him- gives important facts as to millennial conditions; 
0 the (20) it reveals Satan’s doom; (21) it gives details 
vhom of the last judgment; (22) it opens the vista of the 
n he eternal age; (23) it describes the new heaven and 
ht of ‘the new earth; (24) it pictures the future life of the 











to be blessed; (25). it contains the most comprehensive 
eadth Gospel invitation in the Bible. - 
nself After contemplating the above, the saint of God 
rvice who has no enthusiasm for entering on the study 
% of Revelation must be like the Queen of Sheba, of 
ticle whom it was said that, after :zeing Solomon’s glory, 
“4 “there was no more spirit in her’ (1 Kings 10:5). 
eed- 
ssful One of the Keys 
real The present writer made a great discovery when 
pit, he came to see that Revelation was more of an Old 
any Testament than a New Testament book. He used 
spel to be reading the history of the church into it, and 
e in also he was more or less influenced by the thought 
him that it was treating largely of heaven and the con- 
1 he ditions of life there. These erroneous assumptions 
sed increased the difficulties of interpretation by requir- 
ing a figurative explanation where the literal was 
ntal meant. He is now persuaded that the book is easier 
and to grasp if one temporarily eliminates the rest of the 
ad- @ New Testament with the exception possibly of Mat- 
cart § thew: In the curriculum of the Moody Bible Insti- 
eat «9 tute, for example, Revelation is linked with the book 
be- of Daniel, and the two are studied in sequence. 
all There are two chapters in Daniel which lead 
nas straight up:to Revelation, the second and the ninth. 
Ire, The second gives the interpretation of Nebuchad- 


nezzar’s dream, which outlines “the. times . of the- 


Gentiles,” or the period of Gentile dominion in the 


the-prophet’s prayer, showing that the setting up of 
that Kingdom we teneinee with the return of 
the Jews to Jerusalem, and the reign of the anti- 
Christ. .These events are scheduled for the last 
week of the seventy, or, according to the interpre- 
tation here assumed, the last seven years of this 
age. It is the writer’s belief that the major part of 
Revelation, say chapters 4 to 18, describes conditions 
in that week and finds fulfilment there, 

If true, this greatly simplifies its study. In the 
first place, it removes the church from the scene alto- 
gether, for as the body of Christ she will have been 
caught up to meet Him in_the air. In the second 
place, it not only locates the happenings on the earth, 
but in what is known as “the prophetic earth,” i. e., 
the limits of the Roman Empire; and in the case of 
certain chapters it locates those happenings in Pales- 
tine and specifically Jerusalem. In the third place, 
it confines the whole to a period of seven years at 
the end of this.age and just prior to the beginning 
of the Millennium. 

It is not dogmatically affirmed that this is true, but 
only that the writer believes it to be true. However, 
it has furnished him a working theory of such value 
that he earnestly.commends it, simply as a trial, to 
any. who are in difficulty and doubt. p 

The name sometimes given to this theory of in- 
terpretation held by the writer is “Futurist”; there 
are two other theories widely held, known as the 
Preterist and the Historic. The Preterist, as the 
name suggests, looks to the past, and its advocates 
believe ‘that the chapters indicated (4 to 18) were 
fulfilled for the most part in the destruction of 
> peg by Titus, A. D. 70. The Historic theory 

olds’ a continuous fulfilment beginning; say, at 
the close of the first century, and finding successive 
applieation in the-events of history in-the church and 
in the world which are to culminate at the end of 
this age in the second coming of Christ. 

The Preterist, notwithstanding its general accep- 
tance (for it seems to be the common view of the 
modern commentator), appears to the writer con- 
trary to the sweep of Old Testament prophecy, to 
say nothing of some of the particular Scriptures 
which it is supposed to interpret. The Historic has 
more in its favor, scripturally considered, besides 
possessing a fascination in its unveiling story likely 
to carry the uninstructed off their feet. However, as 
has been said, the Futurist seems the most con- 
sistent with other parts of Scripture besides possess- 
ing the great merit of simplicity. 

The late F. L. Chapell, D.D., a Bible student and 
theologian greatly respected in the earlier half of 
the present’ generation, propounded a fourth theory, 
which he called the Harmonic. This represented an 
attempt to blend in one the Historic and the Fu- 
turist interpretations after the manner in which the 
Scofield Reference Bible treats the prophecy of our 
Lord in Matthew 24. Those who possess that help- 
ful work will notice that it considers the first four- 
teen verses of that chapter as giving a panoramic 
view of events marking the whole of the present 
period from the Ascension to the second coming of 





For the first time in thirty years, in the In- 
ternational Uniform Sunday School ns, 
four lessons from the wonderful book of Reve- 
lation are chosen for study. The Sunday 
School Times has asked the Dean of one of 
the great Bible institutes of America, who is 
also the author of some of the most widely 
used books of Bible study to-day, Dr. James M. 
Gray, to show the ordinary reader of the Bible 
“How to Study Revelation for Yourself.” 

In a second article, to be published next 
week, the door is med and the treasure- 
house is entered. e writer's view of the 
meaning of things is given, but the views of 
others are not ignored. He believes—have 

_you thought of this?—that the restoration of 
the city of Babylon as the seat of political and 
commercial power is possible in the near fu- 
ture. In a few paragraphs the terrible events 
of the Tribulation period are sketched, and 
then even more briefly, but clearly, the fea- 
tures of the Millennial reign and the age to 
follow. We shall be carrying with us pocket 
copies of Revelation after these articles have 
“found” us! 











and how shall we use it? Institute of Chicago 
—= — 
HERE’S no meaning in it to me.” “I can’t earth, from his own day till that of the setting up Christ. And it speaks of the same events as 
make head or tail of it.” “A wilderness of of jhe Kingdom of The ninth gives the his- culminating with great intensity at the end period, 
symbols.” “It has no practical value.” “Must tory of the seventy weeks, or the Divine answer to i. ¢., the last seven years of this age. The same may 


be true of chapters 4 to 18 of the book of Revela- 
tion. They may have a kind of continuous fulfil- 
ment in all the centuries of the Christian era, and 
yet a greatly intensified fulfilment at the end. 

It would be gratifying could one name _ books, 
easily procurable, which would give the reader at a 
brief glance the substance of these different theories, 
but this is impossible. The article in any good Bible 
Cyclopedia entitled, “The Book of Revelation,” 
ought to be found helpful, however. 

So far as the Preterist interpretation is concerned, 
the average commentary is sufficient. The best of 
these of which I know is that of Moses Stuart, 
abridged in “The Book of Revelation,” by Israel P. 
Warren. (Funk and Wagnalls, New York, $1.) 

The Historic interpretation is set forth exhaustively 
in “Hore Apocalyptice,” by Rev. E. B. Elliott 
(Seeley and Sons, London), a condensation of which 
by his nephew, H. E. Elliott, and entitled, “The Last 
Prophecy,” is doubtless obtainable at a popular price. 
It is published by James Nisbet Co., Ltd., London. 
Another volume on the same subject, and a more re- 
cent one, is “History Unveiling Prophecy,” by H. 
Grattan Guinness, D.D. (Fleming H. Revell Com- 
pany, New York, Chicago, and Toronto, at $2 net.) 

The Futurist interpretation is best set forth, in the 
writer’s judgment, by Benjamin Wills Newton, in 
“Thoughts on the Apocalypse” (Hodder and Stough- 
ton, London), although he holds some views with 
which the writer is not in accord. These views would 
be avoided, however, by using instead the recent 
small volume on Revelation by A. C. Gaebelein 
(Publication Office, Our Hope, New York City, 50 
cents). The comments of the American editor of 
Lange’s Commentary on Revelation, the late E. R. 
Craven, D.D., are also from the Futurist standpoint 
and very scholarly and valuable. 


The Hluminating “Law of Recurrence” 


There is another discovery the writer would share 
with his readers that has greatly aided him in study- 
ing Revelation. It is “the law of recurrence”; in 
other words, the rhetorical principle by which the 
divine Author first states a fact in outline and then 
recurs to it again for the purpose of adding detail. 
As B. W. Newton explains, it is the recognition of 
the fact that the order of the narrative is not nec- 
essarily the order of the events. 

A simple illustration is afforded by the first and 
second chapters of Genesis. In.the first we have the 
creation of man in general terms, while in the second 
there is a recurrence to the subject to tell how man 
was created and to give other details of his nature, 
location, etc. 

In the study of the Old Testament prophets the ob- 
servance of this law transforms their writings from 
the character of a desert, as some have had the 
seeemeen to call them, to a blooming garden of de- 
ight. 

Take Isaiah. His first message is contained in the 
first chapter of his book, and covers the period from 
his own time to that of Israel’s millennial glory. Its 
distinctive features are rebuke, expostulation, warn- 
infi, appeal, and promise. But the second message, 
which extends through chapters 2 to 4, covers the 
same ground and terminates at the same point. It 
gives details concerning the character of the people’s 
sin, and the penalty to fall upon them, but otherwise 
it has nothing new. The same r ay be said of every 
message the book contains. As a matter of fact the 
key which unlocks the front door of that treasure 
house unlocks every other door within it. How won- 
derfully this simplifies the subject, and how it 
quickens the desire to enter upon its study! 

Now what is true of Isaiah is also true of Revela- 
tion. Still confining ourselves to chapters 4 to 18, 
three great divisions at once suggest themselves: the 
seven seals, chapters 4 to 7; the seven trumpets, 
chapters 8 to 14; and the seven vials, chapters 15 
to 18. Each covers practically the same ground. ° In 
other words, each is limited to events in the prophetic 
earth, as we have called it, during the last seven 
years of this age. And if we are right, each has to 
do with the Gentile nations and with Israel after the 
church has been translated to meet the Lord in the 
air. The “seven seals” cover the events in outline; 
the “seven trumpets” recur to the subject to supply 
new features; the “seven vials” finish the picture, 
and the heavenly tapestry is complete. 

In a second article we will attempt to work out 
the pattern in detail. 

CHIcaco. 

















LESSON Io. 


The Lesson Pilot 


By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 

N OLD colored cook—and a wonderful cook 
Ax: was—in the family of Mrs. Annie Trumbull 

Slosson (sister of the late H. Clay Trumbull), 
was a simple-hearted Christian and great lover of 
the Bible. She could not read, but loved to have the 
Bible read aloud to her. And when she was asked 
what part of the Bible she would like, she would call 
for the book of Revelation. “Because,” she explained, 
“some parts of the Bible are hard to understand, but 
everything in that book is so clear and simple.” Peo- 
ple used to laugh at dear old colored Lucy, when this 
childlike declaration of hers was repeated. But the 
laugh was not quite so much on her as they supposed. 
True, not everything in the book of Revelation is 
clear and simple; but much more of the book would 
be understood if we took it at its face meaning, in- 
stead of “figuratizing” or “spiritualizing” so much of 
it away. 


Our Background Material 


Write out on slips of paper the twenty-five reasons 
given by Dr. James M. Gray in his remarkable arti- 
cle on Revelaiice (on page 687 in this issue) show- 
ing why the book should be studied with eagerness. 
Divide the twenty-five reasons among the members of 
the class, putting several reasons on one paper if 
necessary. For example, in a class of five, put five 
reasons on each slip of paper. Then let the members 
read these reasons aloud; and see that each reason 
or point is clearly understood by all. 

How many of the class have ever read the book of 
Revelation through? How many will read it through 


before next Sunday? Have them do so, and bring - 


into class next Sunday a brief written statement 
telling what impression the book made ‘on them or 
what they understand its message to be. Have each 
one read the book through again at least once a 
week during December. 

Tell the class of the two ways of dividing or 
analyzing the entire book given by Dr. Griffith 
Thomas (I, 2). Let them keep these divisions at 
hand as they read the book through, and see how they 
apply. 

The Lesson Itself 


The. references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragraphs in. those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

Things are very black in the world to-day—no one 
living has ever known such blackness, or uncertainty 
as to the future of human events. But things were 
very black when the apostle John, an old, old man, 
was exiled to the island of Patmos; and just then 
there came a message from the Commander-in-chief 
for all his soldiers (Rogers, 1-2). So we need that 
same message from that day and from the Captain 
of our salvation, just now in the world’s history as 
never before. Make vivid John’s experiences and 
condition on Patmos, using what is given by Mr. 
Rogers (3, 4, 5) and Mrs. Baldwin (1). 

Does “Revelation” mean “riddle”? Most people 
seem to think it does, when speaking of this book. 
It means just the opposite, “unveiling,” and the three 
uses of the word, in three connections in the New 
Testament, are explained by Dr. Griffith Thomas (1). 

Why is the book of Revelation more neglected than 
almost any other part of the Bible? Mr. Ridgway 
(1) discusses this question, and frankly admits that 
he himself hasn’t read it as he should. See what the 
class think of the question. Here is one important 
answer: Revelation tells us more about Christ’s 
reigning on this earth which Satan wants to control, 
Christ’s complete and eternal victory over Satan, 
Satan’s defeat and punishment, first temporary then 
eternal, than any other book. No, Satan doesn’t 
want men to read it. In all sorts of ways he has 
prevented it. 

Notice that a key to the book is given in verse 4: 
“who is... was... is to come”; and that these are 
the three aspects of Christ in the entire New Testa- 
ment, as shown by Dr. Griffith Thomas (1). 

The great message of the book is as to the return 
of the Lord Jesus to this earth; the churches’ readi- 
ness or unreadiness for this; and the tremendous 
events on earth and in the heavens just before, dur- 
ing, and after his coming. 

What was meant by “the time is at hand”? (v. 3.) 
Almost two thousand years have passed since those 
words were spoken. Dr. Scofield has pointed out 
that that expression in the Bible has a technical or 
distinct meaning,—the idea being “next on the pro- 
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DECEMBER 3.. JESUS CHRIST THE FIRST AND THE LAST 


Revelation 1. Commit verses 1-8, 17-20 


Golden Text: Fear not; I am the first and the last, and the Living one; and I was dead, and behold, I am alive for evermore.—Revelation 1 : 17, 18 


{The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
Rev. 1: 1-8, 17-20] 

1 The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God 4! gave him 
to show unto his * servants, even the things which must 
shortly come to pass: and he sent and signified *it by 
his angel unto his servant John; 2 who bare witness of 
the word of God, and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, 
even of all things that he saw. 3 Blessed is he that read- 
eth, and they that hear the words of the prophecy, and 
keep the things that are written therein: for the time is 

at hand. 

4 John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace 
to you and peace, from him who is and who was and * who 
is to come; and from the seven Spirits that are before his 
throne; 5 and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful wit- 
ness, the first-born of the dead, and the ruler of the kings 
of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and * loosed us 
from our sins *by his blood; 6 and he made us to be a 
kingdom, to be priests unto *his God and Father; to him 
be the glory and the dominion * for ever and ever. Amen. 
7 Behold, he cometh with the clouds; and every eye shall 
see him, and they that pierced him; and all the tribes of 
the earth shall mourn over him. Even so, Amen. 

8 I am the Alpha and the Omega, saith the Lord God, 
who is and who was and ¢ who is to come, the Almighty.... 
17 And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as one dead. And 
he laid his right hand upon me, saying, Fear not; I am 
the first and the last, 18 and the Living one; and I was 
dead, and behold, I am alive ™ for evermore, and I have 
the keys of death and of Hades. 19 Write therefore the 
things which thou sawest, and the things which are, and 
the things which shall come to pass hereafter; 20 the 
mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest “in my 
right hand, and the seven golden “candlesticks. The 
seven stars are the angels of the seven churches: and the 
seven “candlesticks are seven churches. 


10Or, gave unto him, to show unto his servants the 
things &c. *Gr. bondservants. ®Or, them ‘Or, who 
cometh ® Many authorities, some ancient, read washed. 
Heb. 9. i4i comp. ch. 14. ®Gr. in. ‘Or, God and _ his 
Father *Gr. unto the ages of the ages. Many ancient 
authorities omit of the ages. ®Or, he who *Gr. 
came. ™Gr. unto the ages of the ages. 'Gr. upon. 
1%8Gr. lamp-stands. 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, 
by Thomas Nelson + Sons 








gram,” no matter how much time might ‘intervene. 
After the age of grace was begun, the next thing, 
for which the time was “at hand,” was the kingdom 
age, to be ushered in by our Lord’s return. That is 
still the next thing. 

Notice the special mention made of “clouds” in 
connection with Christ’s coming (v. 7).. Have Acts 
1:9-11 read aloud in class. It is believed, and with 
reason, that this “cloud” connected with the Lord’s 
departure and return is not the ordinary vapor or 
fog that the clouds in our near-by sky consist of, but 
is that supernatural cloud in connection with which 
God over and over again manifested himself in Bible 
times,—the shekinah, or visible expression of the 
majesty and glory of the presence of God; as in the 
cloud that led the Israelites (Exod. 13:21, 22), that 
rested upon Mount Sinai (Exod. 19: 16, 18); and in 
such instances as Exodus 24:16, 17; 33:10; 40: 34, 
35; etc. The impressiveness of clouds to an Oriental, 
where the sky is so often cloudless, is explained by 
Dr. Mackie (1). 

Read aloud in class the beautiful bit of verse in 
9 Illustration Round Table (1), “He'll Surely Come 

gain.” 

What is God’s plan for those who have believed on 
oe as Saviour, when he comes? Verse 6 answers. 

eally reigning with Christ—do you realize it, as 
Mr. Sidsoer (2) discusses it? We may not know 
now just what this means; but we do know that 
it is to be: we are to reign with Christ over this 
earth. 

“They that pierced him” shall see him (v. 7). 
While that means specially the Jews who, after the 
fulness of the Gentiles is come in in this age, will at 
Christ’s coming turn to him as a people, “and so all 
Israel shall be saved” (Rom. 11:25, 26), at the same 
time many others who have pierced Christ will see 
him. Have you ever pierced him? A searching and 
beautiful illustration from the life of a Korean Chris- 
tian, on fresh thorns in the heart of Jesus, is given in 
the Round Table (2). 


The Truth That is Golden 


Jesus Himself is the Golden Truth in this chapter, 
as in the entire book. It is his love which, by his 
shed blood, “loosed us from our sins.” There are five 
blessed and wonderful facts about Christ in this chap- 
ter, as to his Person, Work, Life, Authority, and 
Message, which make up a lesson just by themselves, 
and which are clearly unfolded by Dr. Griffith 
Thomas in his Section III 

So in all our study of this wonderful book, let us 
see Christ in and through it all. It has been said 
that the saving blood of Christ runs through the 
entire Bible like a red cord. It has also been said 
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that the second oning of Christ runs through the 
entire Bible like a golden cord.. We are saved an 

washed clean in his blood in order that we may be 
ready and eager for his return, and “may have bold- 
ness, and not be ashamed before him at his coming” 
a John 2:28). Have we yielded ourselves to him 
fully, and are we trusting him fully, that he may 
make us fully ready for Himself? 

Teaching Points 

The teacher’s own best preparation for the study 
and teaching of the book of Revelation will be a 
careful reading and mastery of Dr. Gray’s article on 
page 687. His second article, in next week’s issue 
of the Times, will also bear specially on this first 
chapter,—look it up and read it before December 3 
if possible. 

This book is reall) the Revelation of Jesus Christ, 
rather than the Revelation of John. It was given by 
Christ to John. 

There can be no kingdom until the king comes. 

You can get well posted on the wie differing 
schools or methods of interpreting. the book of Reve- 
lation by using Dr. Griffith Thomas’ Section headed 
“Interpretation,” and also through Dr. Gray’s article. 

An unforgetable illustration of God’s place in the 
universe—the first and the last—is given by Mr. 
Ridgway (3), from the steel mill. 

The rocky waterfalls of Syria are shown by Dr. 
Mackie (2) to be marvelously suggestive of the 
figure (v. 15) of our Lord’s “voice as the voice of 
many waters.” 

Jesus’ blood makes believers as white as himself. 

A sharp two-edged sword proceeded out of the 
mouth of God the Son; and the Word of God is 
always the sword of the Spirit (Eph. 6:17). 

John fell as one dead when he saw the glorified 
Christ. As Henry W.. Frost has pointed: ‘out, man 
always falls as one dead when he really sees the 
glorified Christ. And that is the»great blessing of 
seeing Jesus: the sinful self must die, that Christ’s 
glory may have full right of way. 

The presence of Christ in our lives is, not in order 
that we may fear, but that we may “fear not” (v. 17). 


Questions for Study and Discussion 
What is meant by “shortly” in verse 1? 


What different senses has “the word of God” in 
verse 2? 


What is “the testimony of Jesus Christ”? (v. 2.) 


Why should there be a special blessing in the read- 
ing and hearing and keeping the things of this book? 


Is Christ now exerting his rule over the kings of 
the earth? (v. 5.) 


Does Christ love the unsaved? 

What is the duty of a priest? How are believers 
priests even now? - 

What is meant by “all the tribes of the earth”? 

In what sense is God “the Almighty”? (v. 8.) 

What is to be “in the Spirit”? 

In what sense was Christ dead (v. 18); what did 
the experience of death mean to him? 

How will Christ use the keys of death and of 
Hades? (v. 18.) 

Why are candlesticks made to represent the 
churches? 
A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


{For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The 
suggestions and questions are for the members own 
preparation.] 


Faithful Unto Death (Rev. 2: 1-17). 


“If Christ Came to Chicago” was a book that made 
a great stir some years ago. “If Christ wrote a letter 
to your church” do you think it would make a stir 
in your church? And what do you think he would 
be likely to write? We have three letters, this week, 
that our Lord Jesus himself wrote to three churches. 
Let us see if they have any bearing on the church 
to which we belong. 


What things were to the credit of the church in 
Ephesus? 

What was held against the Ephesus church? 

What special trials did the church at Smyrna have? 

What tragic testing was foretold for her? 

Where is Satan’s throne? 

What was in favor of the church in Pergamum? 

For what was she condemned? 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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Testament. The Gospels depict him as in the 
past. The Epistles show what he is in the 
present. And Revelation tells of what he will be in 
the future. As therefore we have the past, the 
resent, and the future, this book iS§ a fitting close, 
use without it the New Testament would be 
manifestly incomplete. The word “Revelation” 
means “unveiling,” and is found in three connections 
in the New Testament. Christ’s first coming was 
“a light for revelation to the Gentiles” (Luke 2: 32). 
Paul’s Gospel was received by a revelation of Jesus 
Christ (Gal. 1:12). And the Lord Jesus is to be re- 
vealed in the future (2 Thess. 1:7; 1 Pet. 1:7). 
Although parts of this Book are difficult, yet it is im- 
portant to give it attention, especially as sections of 
it are quite clear and a special blessing is assured to 
those who read and attend to it (1:3). It consti- 
tutes God’s last word of truth for the world, and 
speaks of what he is going to do with and for the 
world through Christ. This is the special “unveil- 
ing” recorded here. (1) 


I. Surroundings of the Lesson 


Book.—It is usual to divide it into three parts ac- 
cording to 1:1 pter 1 would thus refer to “the 
things which thou sawest”; chapters 2 and 3 to “the 
things which are”; chapters 4 to 22 to “the things 
which shall come to pass hereafter.” This is a nat- 
ural method of summarizing the contents of the 
Book, though another similar, useful outline is given 
by the Rev. W. Graham Scroggie. After verses 1-8, 
introduction, we are shown (1) 1:9 to 3: 22, a vision 
of grace; (2) 4:1 to 19: 10, a vision of government; 
(3) 19:11 to 22:5, a vision of glory; with 22: 6-21 
as the closing messages. The predominant character 
of the Book is one of contrasts between God and the 
devil, heaven and earth, darkness and light, good and 
evil. (2) 

¥ oe most generally accepted date is about 


T tesan are three aspects of Christ in the New 


Place.—The “unveiling” was received by the au- 
thor on the Isle of Patmos (1:9), though it is not 
known where the Book was actually written. Tra- 
dition associates the later years of the Apostle John 
with the city of Ephesus. 

Author.—There is no real reason to question the 
traditional authorship of John the Apostle, the son 
of Zebedee. Some modern writers distinguish the 
writer from the Apostle by attributing the Book to 
one called John the Presbyter, though an able scholar 
has well described the latter as “that myth of the 
nineteenth century scholarship.” 


Interpretation.—There are four general methods 
of explaining this Book: 

1. Preterist. This maintains that everything in the 
Book refers to the past and was fulfilled in the 
Roman Empire during John’s life. But this is hagdly 
possible, especially as the Book would thus have no 
meaning and message for to-day. 


2. Idealist. This interprets the whole Book as one 
of great principles symbolically expressed and in- 
volving victory for good over evil. It is associated 
with the great and honored name of Dr. Milligan, 
but it is inadequate, because it is not specific enough, 
especially in the light of Old Testament prophecy. 

3. Historicist. This interprets the Book as a con- 
tinuous “unveiling” of the history of the Christian 
Church, suggesting that perhaps it has been fulfilled 
already up to chapter 16:11. The view is held by 
a number of great names from Sir Isaac Newton to 
the present day. The chief objection raised to it is 
that it could not be understood, except by a thorough 
knowledge of ancient and medieval history. 


4. Futurist. This maintains that everything after 
4:1 is unfulfilled, that it represents a series of pic- 
tures rather than the events in chronological sequence, 
that everything is to be understood as subsequent to 
the Church’s removal, and that chapters 5 and 6 
show that 1 Thessalonians 4 has then been fulfilled 
and the Church is then with Christ. Great names are 
also associated with this view, and the last two in- 
terpretations may perhaps be said to hold the field. 


Il. The Lesson 


The Preface (vs. 1-3).—The Book is described as 
the “unveiling of Jesus Christ,” which God gave to 
him as man, in order to show to his servants what 
was about to be fulfilled. The word “shortly” means 
“briefly,” that is, when it starts, it will not take long. 
An angel unnamed was the instrumentality of con- 
veying these messages to John. And so the Book 
contains one great revelation concerning Christ and 
a vision of the future of the Church and the world 


in relation to him. By “the Word of God” we are 
to understand a prophetic message, and “the testi- 
mony of Jesus rist” seems to mean a message 
concerning him. When it says that “the time is at 
hand,” it refers to the time of what is written, 
namely, the coming of the Pd of the Lord. It is to 
be regarded as always possibly near, so that our life 
may be influenced by it. 


The Greeting (vs. 4-6).—The Churches addressed 
were in the western part of Asia Minor, the Roman 
Province of Asia (Acts 16:6; 19:10). Perhaps the 
seven are mentioned as representative of the whole, 
especially as seven in Scripture is the symbolical 
number for what is complete and perfect. The salu- 
tation is from the Father, the Spirit, and the Son, 
the order being somewhat different from what is 
found elsewhere (2 Cor. 13:14). The phrase “him 
who is and who was and who is to come” represents 
the Hebrew Jehovah, the unchanging, eternal God 
(Exod. 3:14). “The seven Spirits” represent the 
fulness of the Holy Spirit rather than his unity 
(Isa. 11:2). Christ is described as the faithful wit- 
ness, referring to his prophetic work on earth; as 
the “firstborn of the dead” describing his cross and 
resurrection; and as “the ruler of the kings of the 
earth” indicating his coming glory. We notice here, 
as often elsewhere, the partiality of the writer for 
describing things and persons in threes. Then comes 
an outburst of praise, expressive of what Christ has 
done for us in showing love, delivering us from sin 
and making us a kingdom of priests. The last ele- 
ment refers to our reigning with him as priests on 
the throne, a blend of priesthood and kingship 
(Zech. 6:13). The doxology here is twofold, while 
in 4:11 it is threefold, in 5:13 fourfold, and 7: 12 
sevenfold. 

The Announcement (vs. 7, 8).—Then comes the 
solemn assertion that Christ is coming “with the 
clouds,” referring, doubtless, to his majesty and 
glory (Dan. 7:13; Matt. 24:30). This coming shall 
be seen by all, though not at the same moment. They 
that pierced him, the Jews, will be particularly im- 
pressed and will show their feelings of sorrow. 
This refers to his coming to the earth with his peo- 
ple and not to the aspect of the coming seen in 
1 Thessalonians 4 (see Zech. 12:9-14). Then (v. 8) 
God himself speaks and, as it were, solemnly seals 
the statement of verse 7. The speaker is Jehovah. 

The Call (vs. 9-11).—John had been banished to 
the Island of Patmos, because of his Christianity. 
Patmos was in the Aigean Sea, twenty-four miles 
from the coast of Asia Minor. As part of the Medi- 
terranean it would be particularly interesting, because 
“the great sea” is the central point in this Book, 
with Rome on the west and Palestine on the east. 
“The Lord’s day” is variously interpreted to mean 
either “the day of the Lord” into which John was 
transported in his vision and thus records what will 
take place in that day, or else the first day of the 
week. Most writers favor the latter, though a few 
consider that our Sunday was not named “the 
Lord’s Day” as early as John’s time. 


The Vision (vs. 12-16).—When John turned to see 
who it was who was speaking, he saw seven golden 
lampstands, representing the Churches (v. 20), and 
in the midst “one like unto a son of man.” ‘But it is 
clear from the vision that the one whom John saw 
was more than human, for in this vision there are 
the two ideas of priestly dignity and royal judgeship. 
Everything symbolizes majesty and‘ judgment, and 
this thought of judgment strikes the keynote of the 
Book, which is concerned throughout with our Lord’s 
attitude to the whole world as the Judge. It is im- 
portant to notice that this is the last picture of 
Jesus Christ given in the New Testament, and shows 
that he is at once Priest and King. 


The Command (vs. 17-20).—John fell at his feet 
as dead, so overpowering was the vision (Dan. 10: 
4-11). But he was reassured by our Lord’s words 
telling him that he was the Living one, and that, 
though he had been dead, he was alive for evermore, 
and had the keys of death and of Hades. Then fol- 
lows the command to write what is found in this 
Book. The word “mystery” means a secret once 
hidden, but not revealed. 

Ill. Central Truths 

We must never forget that, while this Book is 
full of symbols and has many mysteries and difficul- 
ties, it also has a very great deal about Christ him- 
self, and we must consider first of all what is said 
of him, his life and work and glory. Practically all 
the features of his Person and work as found else- 
where in the New Testament are here mentioned. 
Lives of Christ usually commence at Bethlehem and 
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end at Olivet, but here we have his life in heaven 
as the crown and culmination of all. en we re- 
member that this Book dates from about sixty years 
after the ascension, we realize that Christ is alive, 
and is to us to-day what he was to John. This is 
the special point of the Golden Text which calls for 
the closest attention. 


1. The Person of Christ. When Christ speaks of 
himself as “the first and the last,” it is a claim to 
Godhead, showing that he is before all and after all 
and one with the Old Testament Jehovah: When he 
said that he was “the Living one,” we are reminded 
that Christianity is the religion of the living God, 
the only religion that is associated with such an One. 
In Mohammedanism God is too for off to be of any 
service. In Buddhism he is lost and cannot be made 
real. So with other aspects of religion, like Uni- 
tarianism, Christian Science, and others, God is not 
real -— near. Christianity alone preserves God as 
a reality. 


2. The Work of Christ. Then our Lord spoke of 
the change of his condition, that he had been dead, 
but was no longer under the dominion of the grave. 
He died as an atonement. 


3. The Life of Christ. To this followed the full 
idea, “Behold, I am alive for evermore.” He is the 
source of our precene life, for Christ lives in us. 
And he is the pledge of our future life, for, because 
he lives, we shall live also. 

4. The ag mt of Christ. “I have the keys.” 
This is true literally, for he has complete authority 
over death and the unseen world, so that there is 
now no fear of gloom (Psa. 23:4). But it is still 
more true of his spiritual authority, for he is su- 
preme over all forces and there is no fear of oppo- 
sition. The symbol of “keys” always means com- 
plete authority. 


5. The Message of Christ. “Fear not.” This is 
the practical outcome of the “unveiling” of Christ as 
seen in this chapter and throughout this Book. What- 
ever happens, he is on the throne, and power and 
peace are ours, because of what he is and has done. 
So, as some one has said, “Fear not to live, because 
Christ is alive; fear not to die, because he has died; 
fear not the hereafter, because he has the keys.” 
ee is at once our perfect life, love, light, and 

ord. 


IV. A Lesson Outline 


1. The Preface (2 Pet. 3: 1-12). 

2. The Greeting (Matt. 25: 1-13). 

3. The Announcement (John 8: 53-59). 
4. The Call (Rev. 22: 6-13). 

5. The Vision (Rev. 19: 11-16). 

6. The Command (Mark 16: 5-7). 
WycuirreE Co.iece, Toronto. 


w 
The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Why Don’t We?—Blessed is he that readeth (v. 3). 
This is what the book itself says, but after the first 
chapters about the churches and the last chapters de- 
scribing heaven, not many of us do much reading in 
this book. And, mark you, even the Committee has 
kept to these two parts of the book in its selection 
of lessons from Revelation. Those who memorize 
Scripture skip Revelation—except the last two chap- 
ters. If the man is blessed who readeth, why doesn’t 
the church read? I do not, do you? Revelation to 
me is not a book to read as I read John’s beautiful 
Gospel. With the Gospel we simply take a reading 
glass and the Holy Spirit makes it so plain and in 
such big print we have no trouble. But when this 
same John writes in Revelation we must take a 
telescope to see what he has to show us in the 
heavens, and we have to have an astronomer to 
point out to us Orion an@ the Pleiades. All of us 
would just love to know all about the beautiful 
worlds we see twinkling at us away up there in the 
dome of heaven. But we must go to the professor 
of mathematics and do much studying before we can 
know just a little bit. It is thus with this wonderful 
book we call “The Revelation of John” (Psa. 
78: 2-4). (1) 


Ink and Blood.—Unto him that loved us, and 
washed us from our sins in his own blood (v. 5). 
Every once in a while the ruler of the kingdom 
where I get my washing done (and by Pennsylvania 
law fixes my voting place) calls me to account for 
getting ink on my shirt-sleeves. “There is only 
one thing that will take it out,” so she says. They 
buy it at the drug-store. Sin is blacker than ink. 
There is only one thing to take it out of your life. 
You don’t have to buy it at a store. It is furnished 
by the government free. Sin in a man’s life is as 
disastrous as a leaky fountain-pen to a white flannel 
suit. None of us can realize the blackness of sin 
any more than a claw-hammer coat can realize the 
blackness of ink. In the white purity of heaven sin 
is such a black and hellish and hateful thing that 
the Holy Spirit can find no stronger expression for 
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For that Shut-In Friend 
of Yours 


A reader of the Times living out in Iowa has this to say in 
a recent letter to the publishers : 








‘I am in the habit of telling my friends, ‘ There isn’t 
a paper printed anywhere that has a higher standard 
than the Times.’ I especially prize it because I cannot 
attend church services on account of deafness, and so 
I find my substitution in your excellent paper,—my 
weekly instruction in things spiritual." 


Do you wonder that we are enthusiastic about spreading 
the message of the paper after reading such letters as this one 
from the Iowa friend ? - You can doubtless think of some “ shut- 
in ’’ to-day who would be greatly blessed and cheered by the 
gift of a year’s subscription to The Sunday School Times. 


There are people right in your own neighborhood who can’t 
get eut to church because of physical infirmities, and who, like 
this friend, would profit greatly by the suggestions and Bible 
study articles appearing in the paper. . Your pastor could prob- 
ably name several such homes: where. The Sunday School Times 
would be most welcome. 


Will you obey the impulse at this holiday season—to-day, 
now—and make another happy by your gift ? 


THe Sunpay ScHoor Times Co., 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia 








We will send-a dainty ‘* Merry Christmas.”’ card to your friend, stating 
that we are sending The Sunday School Times as a Christmas gift from you 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 


‘ Continued from preceding page) 
Christ’s love than to say he used his 
own blood to wash us from its awful- 
ness. The offering of the life blood 
has from all time and among all people 
stood for supreme love. The savage in 
the oo makes his blood covenant. 
As I write hundreds of thousands are 
pouring out their life blood on the bat- 
tle-fields of Europe for love of country 
+ oraaggrengs 2 At this same moment 

are meeting in Philadelphia in 
pevrenien pesos who “take no stock 
in this bl business in religion.” Even 
so, Messrs. “Liberal Religions,” but we 
do not seem to be able to get away from 
“this blood business,” this dying for 
others in history or in life. So the 
smart ones of us will listen to Heaven 
and wash white and make sure of it. If 
there is “nothing in it” we are none the 
worse off, but if the Gospel is true 
where, pray, are you? (1 Peter 1: 18, 
19; Matt. 26: 28). 

The Real Royalty.—And hath made us 
ings (v. 6). There are few fellows 
any spirit or imagination who have 
not sat on the fence and thought many 
a time, “I wonder how it would feel to 
be a king.” We have never wanted to 
be His Royal Highness, except for a 
day to clean up things, for we have 
seen the crowned heads across the sea 
busy dodging death from bullets and 
bombs. can believe other promises 
of God easier than that some. day I am 
going to be a sure-enough king. Nor 
will I have to be watched over and-pro- 
tected by a cup-bearer, body-guard or 
secret service. It is much easier to be- 
lieve I am going’ to be an angel. and 
with the angels stand, than that I am 
going to be a ruler and with the rulers 
reign. Divine love has such great 
things in store for us we can not grasp 
the significance of them. We so live in 


ki 
wi 


tudes of men who are living away down 
in the anxieties, and. troubles and mis- 
eries of ene L ..pactate . the 

ly home they can have by 
getting right with God. _But-it is no 
use. They can not understand, can not 
appreciate, can not believe this good 
mews any more than Christians can be- 
lieve their kingship. They can not un- 
derstand that with religion will come 
a prosperous home, a home full of love, 
hosts of friends, sweet peace, dutiful | 
children, and all else that is good and 
worth while in this world—with a ‘king- | 
dom~and a crown in that vast empire 
that lies beyond the stars ‘(Psa. 128:2; | 
Tob 22: 28; 1 Tim. 6:17). (2) 


Down in the Mill.—Fear not; I am 
the first and the last (v. 17). On the 
first page, “In the beginning God.” On 
the last page, “By the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” All in between the 
Holy Spirit. These three are one. God 
is all and in all. You were going 
through this old steel plant of a world 
one day. The rattle and bang of things 
were all around you. The flaming 
sparks of danger were flying in show- 
ers from hammer and rolls where work 
was making. Sombre men with grimy 
faces, leather aprons, greasy caps, and 
soiled overalls were moving silently all 
about you. Men in blue uniforms, 
wearing a silver star, were eyeing you 
significantly and suspiciously. You 
moved through it all nervously and 
with fear. You were just about wish- 
ing you had never _entered this noisy 
fire-flashing world when you discov- 
ered standing by you a splendid per- 
son who was calm and at home in the 
place. As he smifel at you, you gath- 
ered courage to say, “And, pray sir, 
what part of-this going plant are you?” 
The answer came, “I am the first and 
the last.” And you were dull indeed 
if you did not lose all fear as you re- 
alized you were with the proprietor. 
You felt just as secure as I did to-day 
in New York as I stood in the midst of 
the congested traffic by the side of the 
big police officer as with uplifted hand | 
and without a word he directed and | 
controlled the moving throng (Deut. 
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3:24; Psa..33:9)..(3) 
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cent, according to age. isa i 
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@ For further information and a sample Bond, 
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the mists and.clouds. I talk to, multi- | Golden 





American Baptist Publica- 
tion Society, 1701 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 
School Times three full months in advance 
of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they may not be considered at all. o not 
submit illustrations: without first securing a 
circular ‘that’ explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for a two-cent stamp. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each weck. 
Eipotrgtions on other TE. i 
ext are specially ir and wi 
stand a better ch pt than 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 


/ A Fair Question.—/ am ;:... the Living 
one, ... and... I am alive for ever- 
more (Golden Text). A Smyrna na- 
tive agent came across a Turk from 
some town in the interior who showed 
considerable acquaintance with the 
Christian Scriptures. He said he had 
long studied the Gospel, and had once 
nearly got into trouble through it. He 
was called before the authorities for 
reading Christian books, but before 
judgment was passed he begged to be 
allowed to ask a question. Permission 
being granted, he said, “I am traveling. 
I look around for some direction, and 
discover two men; one is dead, the 
other alive. Which of the two men am 
I to ask for advice—the dead or the 
living?” “Oh, the living, of course,” all 
cried out. “Well,” he added, “why re- 
quire me to go to Mahomet, who is 
dead, instead of to Christ, who is alive?” 
“Go about your business,” were the 
words with which he was dismissed.— 
From Expository Times. Sent by W. 
Hetherington, Croydon, Eng. 


“He'll Surely Come Again.” —Behold, 
he cometh with the clouds ... (Rev. 
3%). 

“He is faithfu’ that hath promised, an’ He’ll 
surely come again, 

He’ll keep His tryst wi’ me—at what hour 

I dinna ken; 

But He bids me still to wait, an’ ready 

aye to be 

To gang. at ony moment to my ain 

countrie. 

So I’m watchin, aye, an 

hame-as I wait 

For the soun’in’ o’ His footfa’ this side the 

gowden gate; 

God gie His grace to ilka ane wha listens 

noo to me, 

That we a’ may gang in gladness to our 

ain countrie.” 





*. singin’ o”’ my 


From Mary Lee Demarest. Sent by 
Emma C. Fisk, Boonville, N. Y. (1) 


Fresh Thorns.—They that pierced him 
(v. 7). A Korean Christian told in a 
prayer-meeting how-he conquered anger, 
his besetting-sin.. The missionary had 
explained to him that every burst of 
anger. pierced the heart of Jesus. “So 


jI:hung a‘picture-of the Lord Jesus on 


my wall,” he said, “and every time I 





























LESSON: FOR DEC. 3 (Rev. 2) 








lost my temper, I put a thorn on that 
picture. The picture was soon covered 
with thorns. A great love came over 
me that he should suffer because of my 
temper, and now he gives me grace in 
temptation. I say, ‘Not I, but Christ 
within me,’ and His sweetness comes 
instead of my bad temper.”—From For- 
ward. Sent by Mary L. Wilson, Mays- 
ville, Ky. (2) 

When He is All.—/ am the Alpha and 
the- Omega, saith the Lord God, who is 
and who was and who is to come, the | 
Almighty (v. 8). A missionary from 


India related how he had. visited a tem- | 


ple which was an extraordinary piece of 
architectural work. It was made of 
white marble. One of the peculiar 


features of the building was the num- | 
per of arches. which it contained... On’ 


hearing the entrance the attendants: told 
him that if he whispered a word ‘inside 
the’ building :it;, would. he re-echoed: from 
every arch. Proceeding ‘in the building, 
the missionary breathed the 
“Jesus,” and instantly the echoes re- 
sounded from every ‘part of the build- 
-ang..:..The effect was  soul-inspiring. 


“Thus it is in the temple of Christ’s re- | 


deemed,—every one utters His glory and 
speaks His praise. “Christ is First and 
Last, the Beginning and the End, and I 
am in the middle,” said a working man 
in South Africa in giving his testimony, 
We need to go farther, and say, “Christ 


is the Middle too. Christ is All, and in | 


all.’,—From the Christian Herald. Sent 
by W. R. Clark, Betper, Derby, Eng. 
The prize for this week is awarded to | 
this illustration. 


A Test of Sanctification.—/ was in the | 
Spirit (v. 10). If _you at this minute 
are [fully] in the Holy Spirit as: your | 
environment and atmosphere; you can, 
for instance, go and have a romp with | 
the children on the floor, with four or 
five children on your back, and still be 
a sanctified man. I always feel that a 
good test of a man’s sanctification is to 
place him in a room with five children, 
and if it is a sham sanctification, when 
you go in again you will find the five 
children in one corner of the room and 
the man in the other; but if he is really 
a sanctified man the children will be 
grouped around him.—From Dr. F. B. 
Meyer. Sent by W. Hetherington, Croy- 
don, Eng. “ 


Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, D.D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland 
Missionary to the Jews 


EHOLD, he cometh with the clouds 
(v. 7). 
the clouds are borne along by a power | 
beyond the reach of man. The 
pression is accentuated by the fact that | 


the Oriental sky is so often cloudless. (1) | 


The isle that is called Patmos (v. 9). | 


While there has been much variety of t 


interpretation with regard to. the 
prophecy of the book, there can be no 
doubt about the rocky isle of John’s 


word | 
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| imprisonment, over which. the heavens | 


once opened and showed the descending 

lory of the New Jerusalem. The 
Christian passenger on the steamer 
from Syria to Smyrna asks to have 
Patmos pointed out to him, and as he 
gazes upon it amid the blue waters of 
the Aegean, he thanks God “for all the 
saints who from their labors rest.” 

To the seven churches (v. 11). Toa 
greater extent than is usually realized 
Asia Minor had much to do with the 
early spread of the Gospel. As in 
North Africa, it is a story of obliter- 
ation, sharing as it did in the deserved 
overthrow of the corrupt Christian em- 
pire of the time by the Moslem in- 
vasion. 


(v. 15). The simile recurs to any one 
who has rested near one of the rocky 
waterfalls of Syria and Palestine. The 


continues, musical and multitudinous, 


tery and inexhaustible powef. (2) 


(v. 16). Usually one’s first acquaint- 
ance with the Oriental sun at midday 
is not.so much an experience of physi- 
cal discomfort from the heat as of mental 
surprise at the intensity of the light. 


ALEXANDRIA, Ecypt. 
73 


Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


ET us visit to-day one place, Sardis, 
where John’s message was 
; heard and pondered. 








lt Ml 











It i is a wonderfully ohdupebine coun- 
try, the region about Sardis. With the 
help of a stereograph we may look from 
one lofty mountain side down into the 
valley fields which our brothers used | 
| to till, and then across to steep pastures 
on another mountain side, where they 
watched their sheep. Not much of the 
valley town remains to-day. Two splen- 
did stone pillars of an ancient pagan 
| temple are the most conspicuous signs 
|of the old magnificence of Sardis. 
+Archeologists -have - lately uncovered, 
near those pillars, a demolished church, 
used long ago for Christian worship. 
Now only a few Turkish peasants live | 
near by. Pagan and Christian worship- 
ers alike have passed away. Yet “I am 
alive for evermore,” declares the Lord 
in His message. Both the Sardis people 
and we ourselves will-some time together 
understand the mystery of these .sweep- 
ing changes on earth. 

The _Stereograph for this week is en- | 
titled “Sardis, city of Croesus, an early | 
center of Christianity.” 


this heading, applied as usual to the lessons | 
for the. year. he use of the stereographs 
will be found a most practicable help in 
making the lesson places real. 
places will be visited in. 1916; the forty-four 
stereographs cost $7.33, and if. all are or- 
dered 
“tered case is given free.- Eleven 
to be visited and described with the lessons 





An irresistible advent,- as | 


im- | 


of this fourth quarter, cost, $1.84. Four of 
them will be used in December, 67 cents. 
(Less than four in one order: are 20 cents 
each.) Stereoscopes are cents * each. 
Postage or arene is prepaid on all orders 
for stereographs or stereoscopes. ntern 
slides of the same scenes can also be ob- 
tained... Plain slides, ¢ cents each; sepia- 
tinted, oY cents; colored, $1.10. In orders for 
wenty-five or more at one time prices are: 
plain slides, 40 cents each; sepia-tinted, 45 
cents; colored, $1. Address he Sunda 
School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadel- 
phia 


His voice as the voice of many waters 


pouring sound comes and goes and 


stunning the ear to the point of pain, 
and yet captivating with a sense of mys- 


As the sun shineth in his strength 


first 


The Underwood Travel System is, under | 


Forty-four | 


at one time, a cloth-bound, gold-let- | 
laces are | 


which outlive the mere gift 
When the Blind Saw 12.; 


By David de Forest Burrell. 
beggar lad on the Sopenow ime and his frie 
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Make This a Happier Christmas 


by giving BOOKS which have a practical value—books 


and characterize the giver 


With illustrations by R. E. Todbuncer. A blind 
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record... remo. Cloth, 396 pages. Price, .« 5 Cannibals, + ii Rev. + James Paton, Asses 
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‘The Call of the 1 Un Ind By William Remfry 
F.R.G.S. Illustrations from photographs. Cloth. 
154 pages. rice, net ° 








Five Christmas Envelo Booklets, All uniform 
in size but different designs, 

How They Came to Bethichem ' 
A Christmas Vision ' 
The Hermit’s Christmas , 
By the Roadside 

The Man Who Never Heard of Christmas 

ALL FIVE FOR 6@e, POSTPAID 











Any of these beoks will be forwarded, pestpaid on receipt of price, and money will be refunded if for any reason 
you are not satisfied with the workmanship of a beok and returnitusread. Send 


to-day for 96-page catalog 


American Tract Society, 101 Park Avenue, New York 











| 4 W BOOK For Adult Bible-Classes 


Bible Studies in Vital Questions | 


By nae ed T. SELL, D.D. 
A compact study and hand book dealing 
| de meyer: prem hem pede Oe Fateh any 
| our faith—about the Bible, God, man and the church. 
Cloth, net 60 cents; paper, net 35 cents 
jer “ SELL” Text Books. Send for Circular 


if 


Bible Studies 5. Life of Christ. 
Books 6. Life of St. Paul 

$ Bible Studies by Periods. 7. Christian Life 

| 4 Bible Studies by Doctrines 8. Early Church 
F. H, Revell Co., 158 5th Ave., N.Y. 17N. Wabash,Chicago 
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The editions noted below contain the best 
Helps to be found in any Teachers’ Bible 


JHolman Pronouncing 


Teachers’ 





| well-pleasing to thee. 
| our worry, our impatience, our headlong, 
' unprayerful hastc, and our restlessness when 


| thee! 
| in the round of the everyday tasks, and may 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
our days have their beginning and their 
ending not always in thoughts and deeds 
We grieve thee by 


we ought to be at rest in body and spirit. 


| May our days be different, we pray thee. 
| May they begin and end in fellowship with 


Be thou the first and the last to us 


Amen. 


After the Lesson.—The alarm clock 
whirrs and shatiers our rest. And then 
|we wake up. Well, what’s the first 
‘thought, or first kind of thought that 
| strikes you?. Does a care simply grab 
| your mind and twist jt into knots at 
| once? That. algebra The _ kitchen 
stove? . The interview at eleven that 
| morning ? The hard time you had with 
the children in a discussion the night 
-before? Or do you think of Christ in 
that first waking moment,—his love, his 
plans for you, his power over the test- 
ings of the day, his sweet patience with 
you, his care of the loved ones to whom 
your thoughts turn? Is he first as the 
day breaks upon you? 

Then when the night comes, do you 
finish the day with fears for to-morrow, 
with gloomy remembrance of the hard 
spots of the last ten hours or twenty- 
four? Or do you go to your rest happy 
in the Lord’s care, and in the sure 
knowledge that he is now closing the 
doors | the past day, and is leading 
you to rest under his guiding care in 
preparation for a new day of mercy? 

Is Jesus first and last to you? 


JESU 


TO ME 


we walk with thee in all the way! 





FIRST 
LAST 























$2.50 
No Sak. (Red Letter Edition), 2.90 
postage paid 


Full leather, divinity circuit, overlapping’ covers, red 
under pure edges. 
| ° Ash your Bookseller. If unable to sup tl 
write to the Aste wy 
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JUST PUBLISHED 


The Prophetic Child 
A CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 
By Rev. Langley Sears 


A simple, poetic, and reverent dramatization of the 
ee OE Sat ae f 
Price, 15 cents each; $1.50 per dozen; 
$12.00 per hundred; carriage paid. 
THE PILGRIM PRESS 
14 Beacon St, 19 W. Jackson St. 
Boston Chicago 














The Legend of the Christ Child 


usic Story adapted from the German 
o Elizabeth Harrison with Piano Accom- 
paniment arranged by Francis M. Arnold 
This beautiful legend, deservedly popular for Christ- 
mas story telling, now published with music for the 
first time. Retail price, $1.00. Special discount to 
teachers, 25 per cent. Published by 
pg hh a ned KINDERGARTEN COLLEGE 
2944 Michigan Boulevard __ Chica, cago, Ilinois 


1917 PENTECOSTALS.S. 
LESSON COMMENTARY 


The great orthodox and spiritual help for S. S. Teachers! 
Over 400 pages. Teachers of all denominations find it help- 
ful. $1.00, ple lesson free on request. 
Pentecostal Nazarene Publishing House, Kansas City, Mo. 


GENUINE, Christmas Honey Cake and Honey 
Candy Recipes—Free—the most delicious, Christ- 
massy cakes you ever tasted. Recipes for these, for lus- 
cious honey candies, and many other delicacies given 
in Airline Honey Cook Book—sent free on receipt of 
.grocer’s name. Enclose roc and we'll send you, toc, a 
trial jarof Airline Honey—purity uaranteed—see Good 
Sgucenenne, Sot 5 Nag em “4 and eed Home Jour- 
nal for cember oot Com » Dept. 
G, Medina, Ohio, “ eas of the Honey Hees: 
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plan of God for man, but just that in 
the simplest things for -me. 
not give him his rightful place in. our. 
lives? Let:us pray. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“ All hail the power of Jesus’ name.” 
ot love to tell the story.” 
esus, and shall it ever be?” 
esus shall reign where’er the sun.’ 
esus, the very thought of thee.” 
ore about Jesus would I know.’ 
“Og could I speak the matchless worth. - 
“O for a thousand tongues to sing.’ 


(References in parentheses are to the 
metrical Psalm Book “Bible Songs.”’) 


Psalm 93: 1-5 (188: 1-5). 
Psalm 90: 1-5 (181 : 1-5). 
Psalm 102 : 23-28 (205: 1, 2). 
Psalm 72: 1-20 (147 : 1-5). 
Psalm 22 : 22-31 (42: 1-3). 





Department Helps 








For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 
| OTe Deis 1916, thirty-three les- 


; his letters. Four of the December les- 
sons are from the Revelation made to 
John, besides one Christmas lesson 
from Isaiah, who tells about Jesus be- 
fore. he came to earth. John’s Revela- 
tion tells about Jesus after he left this 
earth. Both messages may be related 
to the story of Jesus, which Paul told. 

Much of the Scripture material from 
Revelation is difficult and too symbolic 
for children. As far as possible all these 
lessons should be associated with the 
Christmas spirit and message, which 
children need to have presented with its 
spiritual significance. 

Two or three stanzas of the “Sweet 
Story of Old” may well be associated 
with Jesus on earth and in heaven, in 
addition to suitable Christmas ‘songs. 

Se many little children are called to 
the Heavenly Home that it is a privi- 
lege to help these who remain on earth 
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to gain some conception of Heavenly 
beauties. 


Introduction —Thanksgiving Day has 

eeaes. What happy day is coming in 

ember? Are you thinking about the 
presents which you want to give to your 
family and friends? Will we remember 
to provide presents for the poor? Will 
we remember the present which Paul 
wanted everybody to give to God. Re- 
call last week’s lesson and repeat, Pre- 
sent your bodies . . . to God . 


Review. ay Paul talked and 
wrote he loved to tell the story of 
Jesus: 

oe lived on this earth, 

e€ was once a wpe child 
He went about doing good, 
He was crucified and uried, 
He rose from the dead, 
He went back to Heaven, 
He sent His Holy Spirit; 
The Holy Spirit 1s our Helper, 
We are His witnesses. 


Lesson Teaching.—Jesus once lived on 
earth and now lives in Heaven. (His 
Holy Spirit lives in the hearts and 
bodies of those who love him.) 


To-day’s Lesson Developed: — Paul 
was one brave witness who.told what 
he had seen and heard. Sometimes God 
spoke to Paul in a vision—(on the 
Damascus road, in the castle prjson, on 
the ship in the storm). 

There were other witnesses to whom 
God showed visions. One of these was 
an old man named John, who had seen 
Jesus when he lived on this earth. In 
his old age John was a prisoner on the 
island of Patmos. 

It seemed as if God broke away 
prison walls and let John see in a 
vision the power and glory of God in 
the Heavenly Home, where Jesus lives 
with his Heavenly Father. 

John’s vision was called a Revelation, 
and has been kept in the Bible because 
God’s angel said to John: What thou 





Not only first and last in the age-long | 
Shall we | 


sons have been devoted to Paul and 


seest, write in a book, and send it to 
| Seven churches. One of these churches 


and worked so hard. aVES 

The angel said: Write the things 
which are, and the things which ‘shall 
be hereafter. John looked and _ lis- 
tened, and wrote so that others might 
know about the beautiful, wonderful 
things which God has prepared for those 
who love him. 

We close the Lord’s Prayer by say- 
ing: Thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever. In John’s 
vision he saw the power and glory of 
Jesus in Heaven. 

We all have seen in the sky the glory 
of the sunset, the glory of the moon and 
stars, the glorious sun itself.. On earth 
we have seen the glory of flowers, trees, 
birds, etc. 

“Lord, thy glory fills the heaven, 
arth is with its fulness stored; 


Unto Thee be glory given, 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord!” 


(Old Hymn.) 


In John’s vision he saw Jesus in 
Heaven, wondrously glorious and béau- 
tiful. John heard Jesus say: Fear not, 
IT am the Living one, I was dead, and 
behold I am alive forever more. John’s 
vision or Revelation is full of beautiful 
things to read when we are older. 

There is a song story which we will 
enjoy because it tells about Jesus and 
the children when he lived on this earth 
and when he went back to Heaven: 

“TI think when I read that sweet story of 
olde 

When Jesus was here among men, 

How he called little children like lambs to 

his fold, 

I should like to have been with him then. 


In that beautiful place he has gone to 
prepare 
For all who are washed and forgiven, 
And many dear children are gathering 
there, 
For of such is the Kingdom of Heaven.” 


Hand-work.—Write or draw some- 
thing which John saw or heard in his 
vision (Revelation). 

CHICAGO. 

w 


M-thod books you need in Sunday-school 
work are listed in the Times’ book catalog. 





was in Ephesus, where Paul had. lived. 
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“THE ROYAL ROAD” to §. S. Teaching 


TARBELL'S 


TEACHER’S GUIDE. 
By MARTHA TARBELL, PH.D. 
@ Whether for junior, intermediate, senior 
or adult class , there is no better les-. 
son help. B suchen ho andy of tho Innes 
es na fir eee 


DO YOU KNOW TARBELL’S 





discussion—its brand new feature, sixteen 
pages of Index? For every teacher of 
every 


THE MODERN LESSON HELP 
is wonder hel; oneach 
i pful. Eight pages 





Ilustrated, Nearl " 
Charts, etc. $1.15 net £00, Pages, Mans 
At all yg 
VELL COMPANY 


FLEMING iG H. New 
ork, 158 Filth Ave; Chicago, 17 N. Wabash Ave. 














My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. Luella Denison Baldwin 


WE OUGHT to be glad that we are 
living in a country and at a time 
when we can be Christians without en- 
during persecution. Peter was cruci- 
fied, Paul was beheaded, scores have 
been thrown to the wild beasts, or _sat- 
urated with oil, then burned as living 
torches. 

- John,” the. beloved ‘ discipie, who also 
wrote.our Gospel of John, was in exile 
upon the Isle of Patmos when he wrote 
Revelation. He had been banished for 
his testimony: of Jesus and for teaching 
the Word of God (v. 9). Patmos was 
perhaps a mile wide and eight miles 
long. It has no trees and but little cul- 
tivable land. John while there was at 
hard work in the mines or quarries. 
Hardship and banishment by men did 
not mean banishment from God. Per- 
haps “the Lord shut him in,” as He did 
Noah. What visions some “shut-ins” 
have! Paul and Silas, singing in their 
dungeon; Bunyan writing his immortal 
allegory in prison; and Fanny Crosby in 
her blindness writing thousands of 
hymns. (1) 

The salutation or greetings are from 
John, from God, from the Holy Spirit, 
here called seven Spirits, and from 
Jesus Christ (vs. 4, 5). They are sent 
to the churches in Asia (v. 11); not the 
continent of Asia but the Roman prov- 
ince of that name. What characteris- 
tics of God are named? What titles are 
given Christ? (v. 5). In what sense is 
each true? John then breaks out in 
singing Chfist’s praises because He 
“loveth us and loosed us from our 
sins” by the shedding of His own 
“blood and -made us to be priests.” - In 
olden times priests or mediators were 
between God and men, but now any one 
may direct access to God. What would 
our friends who deny Christ’s deity and 
his death for our sins do in Heaven, 
since the one song of Heaven is to the 
Lamb who was slain? See Revelation 
5:9-13; 7: 9-17. 

Christ is beyond our natural sight 
now, but he is coming one day in great 
glory (Matt. 24730). He is coming 
personally, for friends and foes alike 
shall see him (v. 7). It will be a glad 
day for those who love him, but a sad 
day for those who reject him. 

In what attitude was John? John 
could- not be in- the Lord's house, but 
that did not prevent him from being in 
the spirit- of: worship."- Place and cir- 
cumstances. can not prevent worship 
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from being acceptable’ unto God, nor 
can they of themselves make worship 
acceptable to God. The heart must bow 
in spirit and truth. If a Christian isn’t 
in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day, is he 
likely to be on any other day? 

What command was given John? 
Who gave it? Study in detail John’s 
description of Christ. How was he 
dressed? To what does John compare 
his hair, his eyes, his feet, his voice, 
his mouth, his. countenance? How was 
John’ affected? “Recall that John Was 
the favored disciple, who in earlier days 
lay upon Jesus’ breast (John 13:25). 
Is he not the last of all people to be 
frightened? Is this the Christ of the 
Gospels? Then why is John afraid? 

His appearance indicates the finished 
work of priest and redeemer. He is 
the eternal God of might, power, and 
judgment. He is the Christ who was 
upon earth with the glory which he had 
before the world was (John 17:5). 
John’s vision was not ef this age in 
which we are living but of a future day 
when men shall appear before Christ to 
be judged (John 5: 27-29). 
may have all ef God’s grace, mercy, and 
forgiveness for the taking. Now Christ 
is before us to be judged. We can 
spurn him and reject him if we choose. 
John is picturing Christ in judgment, 





Now we} 
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the day of mercy is past. The order 


is reversed—we stand before Christ. | 


Little wonder that John is frightened. 
What does Christ do to him? What, 
does Christ say to him? Those who 
have accepted Christ in this life need 
have no fear (Rom. 8:1; John $: 24); 

What did Christ hold in his hand? 
What are the candlesticks? (v. 20). 
What comfort and joy it is to realize 
rag a Gaininas, the mn ten, 
in his , guarding, guiding and pro- 
—s Observe “that Christians are 
not the candles but only the candle- 
sticks. They have no light of their own. 
But it is their privilege to hold the light 
in a position so that those lost in the 


dark may see. 
The > Aaesll on lamps and lanterns 
sometimes get so smoky and clouded 


that the light can’t shine through. Is 
your chimney clean so that Christ 
can shine clearly through you? 

For Next Week’s Lesson - 

What praise is given to each church? 
What reproof? at command? What 
offer of reward? 

What is meant by “didst leave thy 
first love”? “the second death”? “the 
tree of life”? 

_How were the Smyrna Christians 


Why should our names be written in 
heaven? (Rev. 20: 11-15.) How may 
they be? (John 5:24.) 

Brste Institute, Los ANGELES. 

bd 


Pucker’s “‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


os last two years of European his- 
tory look as if Satan was having 
everything his own way. Hate rules 
and millions of professed Christians are 
killed or wounded. Is God dead?” 
teacher fired at us last Sunday. (1) 

Bulldog Jones said it looked mighty 
discouraging to him. If the United 
States had got mixed up in it he would ; 
have felt as if Christ’s kingdom was 
about done for. 

Teacher explained that just as dis- 
couraging conditions have been present 
before, and people have felt the same 
way. He told about the awful persecu- 
tions that fell on the Christians after 
Paul’s death, till it seemed as if all the 
promises would fail and Christianity be 
stamped out. 

Just then, he said, the risen, glorified 
Christ appeared and sent a strange and 
wonderful message of cheer to all his 
people, everywhere, in all ages; just as 
when an army is especially hard pressed 
the commander-in-chief appears on the 
battle-field in full uniform and sends a 
ringing message down the line that 
cheers the soldiers on to victory. (2) 

John was on the Island of Patmos, a 
little rocky bit of land off the coast of 
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Think of It— 


People cut out tea or coffee before retiring when these 
beverages interfere with sleep. 
freely of them, strangely overlooking the fact that at what- 
ever time of day the cup is drunk the drug, caffeine, in tea 
and coffee is irmtating to the nerves. 


Mose and more people are turning to 


Instant 


the drug-free, nourishing, comforting cereal drink. 


‘* There’s a Reason’”’ 





In the morning they drink 


Postum 
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Asia Minor. We located it on our map 
out from Miletus where Paul sai 
good-bye to those elders from Ephesus. 


John was a prisoner there “for the , 
testimony of Jesus Christ.” That means | 


for preaching the Gospel. He probably 
was sentenced to hard labor in 
othe SP fied Chri d to John 
e glori rist appeared to Jo 

one Sunday while he was “in 

Spirit.” t means he was having 
church in his heart, even if he couldn’t 
go to a regular service. Teacher thinks 


probehyy. they worked the prisoners 
seven days in the week, but John was 
keeping the Sabbath in his heart, re- 


p ating Scripture to himself and pray- 
ing soft-like, even if his hands were 
swinging pick and shovel. (4) 

Mother say it is a shame that so 
many people have to work Sundays, but 
that when it is necessary to work they 
can make it a day of worship anyway 
in their hearts. 

Suddenly Christ appeared all glorious 
and wonderful right behind John. He 
nearly fainted, but Jesus said, “Fear 
not.” Then he gave John a wonderful 
message and told him to send it to seven 
churches that Le named, all close to- 
gether over on the mainland, ond 
the mountains that John could see from 
the highest part of Patmos. (5) 

We looked at a stereoscopic photo- 
graph of what is left of one of these 
cities, Sardis, and thought how this 

k of Revelation was read in the 
church there.4 But the message is for 
us as much as for them, and for the 
persecuted Armenians and the death- 
driven soldiers. 

Jesus appeared to John inthe midst of 
seven golden candlesticks. They stood 
for these seven churches, and so for all 
of us. Christ was in the midst of them 
to show that he has not deserted his 
churches. He has not forgotten his 
promise, “Lo, I am with you alway.” 

That Alpha and Omega was a sticker 
till teacher explained that these were 
the first and the last letters of the Greek 
alphabet. 

“Oh,” grins Bulldog, “Christ is say- 


ing that he is the A and the Z of life.” ' 


“Yes,” answered teacher; “the first 
and the last. He is not dead, and he 
shall conquer and reign long after these 
struggles are over.” 

We hunted out the references to 
events in Christ’s life, and teacher put 
them on the board like this: 





Verse 8, Which was—Earthly life 

Verse 18, Was dead—Crucifixion 

Verse 18, Alive for evermore—Resurrection 
Verse 8, Is to come—Second Coming 











Home study questions are: 

Locate Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum. 

What were Paul’s experiences at 
Ephesus? 

In what had the Ephesian Christians 
done well? 

What was wrong with the Ephesian 
church? 

How had the Smyrna Christians suf- 
fered? 

What trial was awaiting Smyrna dis- 
ciples? 
. What kind of a town was Pergamum? 

What evils had corrupted the Per- 
gaiuum church? 

What did Jesus promise to the over- 
comers? 

Teaching Hints from Pucker 

Beginning. 

Has God deserted Europe? 
Explanation. 

To whom did Christ appear? 

Why was John on Patmos? 

To whom was the message sent? 

What do Alpha and Omega mean? 

What events in Christ’s life are re- 
ferred to? 
Application. 

We can worship anywhere. 

Christ is always with his people. 

Christ will finally triumph. 

Terre Haute, Inp. 





1 See. “‘ Visiting the. Lesson Scenes,'’ page 691 ip 
this issue. 
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“A Guide to Bible Study” 


A Systematic Course of Graded Lessons 
“for the Sunday School and the Home 


the | By Harry E. Richards, A.M., M.D. 


the | Lessonscarefully graded for progressive study 


NE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES: Thereis an 

increasing call on the part of Sundav-school 
workers in the you grades for a satisfactory 
course of Graded Lessons with satisfactory Ae/ps. 
**A Guide to Bible Study "’ is one of the very 
few answers to that call. ... Dr. Richards has 
done a valuable piece of pioneering work in 
this field of Graded Lessons, and many schools 
that have already introduced this course grate- 
fully testify to its ‘‘ pupil-holding '' qualities, 


Taq gerbes bs cengie, practicnl, and guaction- 


The Christian Nation; There are both junior and 
advanced courses, covering the Old and New Testa- 
ment, and the aids are graded, practical, systematic, 
and eminently teachable, understandabie, and incom- 
parably belpfal. 

It is a study of the Bible ° 
Rev. S. H. Leeper, Pastor shyterian Church, 
Media, wns Be do ise in phe wes of the Bible this 
san v e younges! 
God's words. God made the child mind, and «knows 
w to k to it, and the little le like 
a their minds grasp His Rreat wy A 
w are perm o have them 
He has geen a. aatiole Rarles and children—how 
they do fit each! 


Suited to Bible study in the home. 


The Watchman-Examiner : These volumes would 
Boxe immensely valuable for the family study of 
s 


Word, a a be revived. 
“A Guide te Bible Study ” 
ON INSPECTION 
Pe Bpete Stem} dit 


. 1 Kings to Nehemiah (por- 
tions of nine prophetical Course 
book. (S.’S: **Inter- 


| mediate’). 


Uawne 


$). 

“ 6. Life of Christ. 

« 9. The Acts and the Epistles. 
Paper covers, each Part. ........., 
Cioth, édch Part 
Parts 1 to3 in one volume, cloth ... . 
Parts 4 to7 in one volumie, cloth 


Index Publishing Company | 
Box 123, Bloomfield, N. J. 


CHRISTMAS MUSIC “srs 
Surmins free “rine Galig Divine fe Oreboneatedy 


A TATIONS, DI UES AND DKILLS 


4. Price 150 each. 
The Xmas or November No. of THE CHURCH CHOIR 
HALLELU. CHORUS from theMESSIAH 


A ae 








the Choir aos' 8.8. La 

r copy, $1. oz. 
PTHE HEAVENLY KING—1916, A xmas cantata for the 
choir by Gabriel. Price 0c paid. Specimen pages free 
FREE New catalogue describing 26 cantatas for 
at me ate and 8, 8.. pies. Auewe books, 

male and female voices, Quartet Boo etc., ete. 

K MAR & C0. 337 W . Madison 8t., Chicago, Ill, 
GBO. F. ROS * 92N. William St., New York,N. ¥. 


neset REL 





HALL-MACK CO'S 
MUSIC 
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Young P e’s Cantatas for Christmas 
2 New Ones. Examination copies upon request. 
Christmas He No. 4 


Exetcises, Kecitations, Drills. 
price the same—only 10 cents. 


Hall-Mack Co. ) 1018-20 Arch Street, Phila., Pa. 
Adam Geibel Co. | 339 S. Wabash, Chicago (Agency) 


FIRST KITS XMAS 


AID MUSIC 


just what every S. S. Music Committee 
needs in making selection of Xmas music 


Prices from 10 cents to 25 cents, according to contents. 
For 25¢ you get Kit No. 4, containing 5 Carol Serv- 
ices, 2 Story and Song Services, 1 Juvenile 
Cantata, and a New Xmas Solo. Regular price $1.05. 
Better send 25c for Kit No. 4, and get complete 
“ First Aip”’ for your Xmas Music Committee. 
Money cheerfully refunded if desired. 


Tollar-Meredith 268 W. Seth St. - New You 


- MW. Ww 


Double the size, 














NEW CHRISTMAS SERVICES 


(Orchestration for one) 
SEND TO-DAY FOR FREE COPY 
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of Christmas Eve in Gotham. By Louise Rice. 
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“Bo y Wantoa ed Nixon Waterman. | 
boy enjoy this bas of joyful, sparkling a 
invi beating counted 
Happy hool Days. A book for girls b 
Margaret E. fangoter. Written charmingly an 
in af. nearest to girls’ hearts. 
on Waterm:in. Cheer- 
ful, friendly talks to. young women to shape their 
characters to sweetest and noblest “yp 


Combination Pencil. No. 60. 
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SUNDAY- SCHOOL AND CHURCH HELPS 


Attendance and Offe Peat 
(leds x22 ins. pow io s Romie ee 
utifu grained ned potehes, So arran 
cards and numbers can be readily withdrawn | 
board used for queerel announcements. $3.50. 
Improved Bulletin Board. ¢ SChanmable Let- 
ters.) For announcing Charch vices, Sunday 
School Services, Special Music, etc. Can be at- 
tached to wall hung on posts or set on easel. 
21 21 Board, ‘ae inches, $ 3-00. Delivery 
. 22 StX35 7.00.5 extra. 
New Steel Letters. 5 cents each; $5.00, 
prepaid, 114 pieces, in wooden box, sufficient let 
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What Yow Really 
Do When You 


Hand a Specimen Copy 
To a Friend 


When you Xo him a copy of The 
Sunday Sch Times for examination, 
you expose him to the influence of a 
group of writers who know how to help 
the average man to do above-the-average 
work, 

You introduce him to Sunday-school 
leaders who will talk with him every 
week the year round about the spiritual 
life, the work of Bible study, of Bible 
teaching, and Sunday-school work. 

You enlarge his horizon by bringing 
him into contact with world-wide mis- 
sions, and the latest news of biblical 
research in the lands of the Bible. 

You set before him an equipment with 
which you yourself are thorou; hly ac- 
quainted as a chest of tools in Christian 
work, 

All of this is what you do when you 
ask for a specimen copy of The Sunday 
School Times for a friend, or request us 
to send a copy to an address that you 
furnish. 

We are glad to send free copies of 
any one issue to.as many persons as you 
will name, or we will send a package of 
them direct to you for distribution among 
your fellow-workers. 

Literally thousands of our readers 
have been doing this with an increasing 
spirit of peng tw in the last year or so. 

Can you think of any better time than 
right now to act on this suggestion ? 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
1031 Walnut Street, - - Philadelphia 


A postal card will do the work 


In ordering goods, or in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in ‘fis paper, 
you -will oblige the publishers,~as well as 
the advertiser, by stating that. you.saw the 
advertisement in The Sunday School Times. 





NEW BIBLE GAME 


Educational, full of Merriment 
HILDREN 


w IS PLAYED ON THE MAP OF 


mew PALESTINE. ee 
Teaches Name and Location 145 
Famous Places in Bible a! 


It is Played With Minature Shepherd 
Camels and Wise Men on map 14x36 in. 
PRICE $1.00 

AN IDEAL BIRTHDAY 
OR CHRISTMAS PRESENT 


EDUCATIONAL MAP PUB. CO. 
38-40 West 33rd Street N. Y. City 


DID YOU EVER? 


SEE THIS MAGAZINE 
The Christian Workers 














Obio. “It has 


10 cts. a copy: 3 moaths 25 cts. ; $1.00 year 
THE CHRISTIAN was MAGAZINE 
150 Institute Place, . - -. Chicago 
Back number for two weit stamps. 














The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 


By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, December 3 


The Consecration of Business Life 
(Rev. 3: 14-22). 


(Consecration Meeting.) 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
Mon.—Business spirit (Rom. 12: 11). 
Tues.—Danger of prosperity (Rev. 18: 


7-19). 
Wed.—Haste to grow rich (Neh. 13: 
15-21). 
Thurs.—A wrong principle (Prov. 20: 14). 
Fri.—Goods for God (1 Chron 29: 10-16). 


Sat.—Remembering God (Deut. 26: 1-11). 




















‘he. “My dear,” she replied, 


Why is honesty the best policy? 
How 


USINESS” is a distinctly modern 

term with a distinctive, specialized 
meaning. And yet even so the meani 
is not always clear. “I mean business, 
“Strictly business,” “None of my busi- 
ness,” “On government business,” “Busi- 
ness judgment” are phrases in which 
the word has different shades of mean- 
ing. And too often nowadays there is 
a touch of sinister significance in it, 
the assertion of a distinctive moral 
code, the acceptance of a principle of 
action diverse from that on which a 
man would act in his home or with his 
friends. This kind of business can’t be 
consecrated. It needs to be converted. 


pi 

The kind of business in which a Chris- 
tian can engage must be honest and fair. 
It must represent the same principles of 
action on which he could and; would 
act anywhere. . He is living as a Chris- 
tian for the sake of rendering service, 
not of taking advantage. He must be 
in business for the same end. A: true 
society consists of right relationships 
among mutually serving men. Of course 
the economic basis of it must be just 
and the distribution of the products of 
effort must be fair. And this basis and 
distribution are not easy to determine 
and secure, but it will be determined and 
secured earlier if men will act unsel- 
fishly and will regard business not as a 
battlefield where hostile forces contend, 
but as a partnership of co-operative ser- 
vice. 

ye 


Christians do not do well when they 
take up light and frivolous business and 
deal in unnecessary and wasteful luxu- 
ries. Not only must a_ Christian’s 
methods in business be honest and just, 
but the business itself should deal with 
what is substantial and worthy. And 
the products of the Christian ought to 
be unmistakably superior. There is 
something defective in the Christianity 
which sells inferior goods or turns out 
inferior workmanship. 


“T like to feel that there is one such 
firm left,” said a man of a certain firm 
of trunk and bag manufacturing in New 
York, “a firm that will use only the best 
material and give you only the best and 
most honest and most enduring work- 
manship, that has not yielded in the 
slightest degree to the modern tempta- 
tion to mere show and shoddy, but whose 
name is proof of honest and true work.” 
No other consecration of business is 
adequate which does not include this 
kind of consecration too. 


Me 
No business should engross us more 
than our Father’s business. That was 
what occupied the attention of Christ. 
And we ought to be active in it as not 
merely play or avocation but as our 
central responsibility and vocation. Old 





John Vassar spoke once to a stranger 
about her soul.. She spoke of it after- | 
ward to her husband. “You ought to 
have sent him about his business,” said | 
“if you had 





heard him you 
he was abeet his business.” 
we 
A business is not consecrated unless 
its returns are subject to God’s use. 
The profits of the business belong to 


would have thought that 


the Owner of the business. If Jesus 
Christ is that Owner the proceeds of the 
business will be administered as _ his. 
But a business is not consecrated if 
this is all there is to its consecration. 
The business itself as well as its pro- 
ceeds must be administered in the spirit 
and love of Christ. It must pay just 
wages and its employees must be treated 
as brothers. A pious use of the profits 
will not excuse tricky, unscrupulous or 
hard-hearted methods in the business 
that yields the profit. 


ve 

The hill of the. Lord is open only to 
men of clean hands and pure hearts. 

Who spoke once of “the king’s busi- 
ness?” What did he say it required? 

The business which can not be con- 
ducted on Christian principles can not be 
conducted by Christian men. 
= New York Ciry. 





For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 





November 27 to December 3 
Mon.—Rev. 1: 1-8 The First and the Last. 


The word “loved” in verse 5 should 
be “loveth” (as in the Revision), indi- 
cating a continuous present. Dr. Tre- 
gelles said he would not regret a whole 
long life’s labor that he spent on exam- 
ining the text of the ancient manu- 
scripts if it had only been to make the 
one discovery that the verb here is in 
the present tense. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for a 
greater appreciation of the vastness of 
the love of God. Seek grace to realize 
that all life’s experiences come filtered 
through that love. Pray that your love 
to God may abound yet more and morc. 
Tues.—Rev. 1: 9-20. The Living One. 

What an awe-inspiring description 
we have here of Christ’s persona! 
glories. The imagery cannot be mis- 
taken. The effect on John was to over- 
whelm him with fear. The glory of 
Christ is intolerable to human eyes. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
work of the Y. W.C. A. Its manifold 
activities afford wondrous opportuni- 
ties for spiritual work. Pray for the 
General Secretaries, superintendents, 
teachers, and the rank and file of Y. W. 
C. A. workers. Pray that the member- 
ship may be permeated with the spirit 
of Christ. 


Wed.—Rev. 4: 1-11. ‘The Throne of Heaven. 


The seer beholds “a throne set.” 
Around the throne there is the rainbow. 
As we see the bow in the storm it is 
broken by the horizon, but here the bow 
encircles the throne. The rainbow was 
God’s pledge. He never forgets his 
' covenant. 

Prayer Succestions: Seck by prayer 
a greater belief in prayer. God has no 
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LESSON FOR DEC, 3 (Rev. 1) 
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deaf ear to his people’s cry, and what- 
soéver we ask in prayer believing we 
shall receive. Pray for our home circle 
and unconverted relatives and friends. 


Thurs.—Rev. 5: 1-6. The Sealed Book. 





‘The book was’in the hands of him! 


who sat upon the throne. There was 
found no man able to accept the chal- 
lenge issued by the angel; well ane 
John weep at the impotence of man. He 
has ever been a failure. Our hope is in 
the Lion of the Tribe of Judah who 
hath prevailed to open the Book. 


Prayer SuccestTions: Let us remem- 
ber in our prayers the work of the South 
Africa General Mission. Pray for its 
aged and beloved President, Dr. Andrew 
Murray, also its advisory board and its 
American Home Council. Pray for the 
white missionaries, the native workers, 
and the work in the many mission sta- 
tions and outstations, Pray for the un- 
evangelized millions in Portuguese West 
Africa. 

Fri.—Rev. 5: 7-14. Worship of the Lamb. 


The word used for Lamb means “little 
lamb.” The Lamb % seen with “seven 
horns and seven eyes,” which is Hebrew 
imagery combining the idea of power, 
perfection, strength, and discernment of 


wisdom. When the Lamb takes the book ! 


he touches a chord that thrills through 
all creation, and everything combines to 
do homage to the name of Jesus. 


Prayer SuccestTions: Let us pray for 
an increase in the observance of family 
worship throughout the land. Pray for 
the Morning Watch, and similar organi- 
zations. Pray that at the family altar 
we may worship God in sincerity and 
in: truth. 


Sat.—Rev. 7: 9-17. White-robed Multitude. 


The saved multitude is composed of 
an innumerable company of all tribes 
and tongues. Note their station —they 
stood before the throne of God and the 
Lamb. Their purity—they were robed 
in white robes. Their victory—they had 
palms in their hands. Their adoration 
—they utter ascriptions of praise. 


PRAYER SuccEsTIons: The Book of 
Revelation naturally reminds us of the 
Jewish people. Let us pray for Israel 
earnestly and believingly, that very soon 
their eyes may be opened to see Christ 
in all His glory, and accept, him as 
Messiah. Pray for the persecuted Jews 
throughout the whole world, especially 
in Poland. 


Sun.—Rev. 19: 1-10. Fourfold Hallelujah. 


This chapter opens with a scene in 
Heaven where the saints unite in one 
grand ascription of praise to God. It 
is the cry of triumph. The great chorus 
which sends out the mighty acclaim con- 
sists of “a voice out of the throne” (v. 
5): “Of a great multitude” (v. 6). “Of 
many waters” (v. - “Of mighty 
thunderings” (v. 6). @ur Lord is 
worthy of the highest praise. 

Prayer SuccesTions: Pray for the 
sanctifying of the Lord’s Day by all 
who love the Lord in sincerity and in 
truth. Pray that the nation might ‘rec- 
ognize God’s.claim to a@ seventh of time. 


THE. SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Pray for the Lord’s Day. Observance 
Association and the Sabbath Day Alli- 
ance. Above ‘all things pray that the 
rest of the Lord may enter into men. 


New. Yor« Crry. 
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Our Visit to the Belgian Queen 
( Continued from page 686) 


and so softly that one had to lean for- 
ward to catch every word. But every 
word was gracious, sympathetic, inter- 
ested. She seemed to be not the great 
lady, but only the tender woman whose 
heart yearned over her soldiers, and 
who could appreciate deeply that which 
two others who also loved the soldiers 
were striving to do for them. She en- 
couraged us to speak of our work. 
“Your Majesty,” we said, “we are try- 
ing to do what we can for Belgium and 
for the soldiers. We, and other friends 
who aid us, are seeking to provide for 





their comforts in many ways; we are 
providing a home in London for many 
who come to us on leave, and we are 
trying to be to some of them in place of 


‘their families, who have been lost to 


them since the beginning of the war.” 

“But you are most kind,” she re- 
sponded in her soft voice. 

Then with a little inward prayer for 
wisdom, “But also, Your Majesty,” we 
continued, “we are trying to meet the 
spiritual needs of the men. Our Ameri- 
can friends have made it possible for us 
to give to your soldiers copies of the 
New Testament in French and Flemish, 
knowing what comfort and help these 
little books would be to the men.” 
“Books like this,” my husband added, 
producing from a coat pocket one of 
the little khaki-covered Testaments in 
French, and tendering it to Her Majesty. 

She accepted it with murmured thanks, 
took a few seconds to look it through, 
then retaining her hold on it, said, “But 
I think it is very nice for the soldiers 
to have such a book, and you are very 
kind to give it to them,” then added, 
“Might I keep this copy?” We hast- 
ened to assure her of our pleasure at 
her acceptance of the little book. 

One thought was never out of our 
sub-consciousness. “We must leave 
La Panne to-night, and we will miss see- 
ing our boys,” this was the unhappy re- 
frain. 

Then with another fervent little in- 
ward prayer, “Your Majesty, we are 
very sad to-night, because we must 
leave La Panne, without seeing the boys 
we came to see, and we know they too 
will be sad.” Then we told her some- 
thing of the more than fifty boys to 
whom we had written and whom we 
were expecting to see, as permission 
was given them to travel the few miles 
from the front to La Panne. 

She listened with the closest attention, 
and seemed to be thinking deeply. At 
the close of our plea, I had an inspira- 
tion. In my bag was a letter from one 
of our boys, which I had just received. 
Producing it, “Would Your Majesty 
read that?” I asked, handing her the 
little letter. 

This is what she read: “Very Dear 
Parents: I have received with great 
pleasure your letter, announcing to me 
your arrival to-day at La Panne. I am 
very happy to hear it. I am hastening 
immediately to ask of my lieutenant if 
there will be a possibility of my. going 
te see you, being on picket duty and for 
the moment out of the trenches. My 
lieutenant is very kind, and I think to 
have the permission on Monday or 
Tuesday. In awaiting the great pleas- 
ure to meet you again, reeeive, Dear 
Parents, the loving regards of your son, 
René.” 

“He calls you his parents,” she said 
after finishing the letter, and handing 
it back. 

“Yes, Your Majesty,” we responded, 
“and we are proud and happy to be 
father and mother to scores of the Bel- 
gian soldiers.” 


giving you an extension of time,” were 
her next words; “do not leave the hotel 





after your return until you have heard 


“I will see what can be done about, 


Then we chatted a little 
while longer. She expressed her grati- 
tude and that of the King for all Amér- 
ica had done for the Belgians. 

“The King loves Americans,” were 


| from me.” 


Roosevelt had sent her a copy of his 
Jatest book, in which she was greatly 
interested. Then after an interview of 
close to a half hour, we arose to go. 
Again she shook hands with us, and the 
Queen’s own private car took us back 
to our hotel. 

An hour after our return an orderly 
from the Queen appeared, with a memo- 
randum to the effect. that we were given 
permission to remain in La Panne until 
the 17th, or ten days longer. We had 
asked for a week! The next day the 
official permission was sent to us. Two 
weeks later, when passing through 
Calais, the English detective detailed to 
aid the French officials in examining 
passports, said to us: “Don’t tell me 
you have been all this time in La Panne; 
for goodness’ sake, how do ‘you ever 
manage it?” ' 

We didn’t tell him how, for he would 
not have understood. But we knew the 
reason. Our times were in His hands. 

During the first three days two of our 
boys were on rest in La Panne, and so 
were with us almost constantly. One of 
these was René (not the René of the 
letter). We had encountered them the 
first night after our arrival; they caught 
sight of us, and came pelting down the 
sand dunes to meet us. None of our 
boys has a greater love for the Master, 
and a passion for prayer, than has René. 
Each night at the hotel we finished up 
our evening with our boys with the read- 
ing of the Bible and prayer, in which 
each joined. The night after permission 
was given for us to remain, René was 
jubilant. 





him comment, “because I have asked. our 

Lord Jesus to let you stay, every. day, 

and I counted on Him to do it.” 
Lonpon, Enc. 





[ Children at Home 





Treed ! 
By Mary M. Parks 


E CAN’T have any girls tagging 

along! We're going to do all 
kinds of hard things,—maybe ‘danger- 
ous.- We may go clear to the pinery,” 
Dan declared, loftily. 

The boys picked up-the lunch basket 
and strutted away down the walk, 
whooping. with sheer joy. .A_ whole 
holiday in the woods is a thing to re- 
joice any boy alive,—or any girl. Sue 
thought so, as she stood looking after 
them with tears in her eyes. She held 
them back bravely, however, because 
she knew her brothers despised them. 
Of all the people she knew, Sue most 
admired her big brothers, as she called 
them, although Jerry was no bigger than 
herself and hardly so strong. 

At the fence around the Ransom 
pasture, Jerry stopped and studied the 
hills beyond with .a wise air. 

“I believe if we’d cut across the 
pasture and go up that draw we’d get 
ot pinery a whole mile sooner,” he 
said. 

Over the fence they went, and were 
half-way across the meadow when they 
heard a sound that drove the color 
from their faces. The roar of a lion 
or growl of a bear would not have 
frightened them worse. 

“It can’t be old Rory! I saw him in 
the lower pasture yesterday!” gasped 

an. 

As if in answer to his words a big 
dark creature appeared from behind 
some bushes. Old Rory. glared.a mo- 
ment at the horrified boys and then at 
them he steamed, horns down and. bel- 
lowing ominously. Jerry was the 
quicker-witted. 

“Run for that sassafras,” he squeaked ; 
and how they did run! Old Rory ran 





( Continued on next page) 


her exact words. She told us that Mr, 








“But I expected you would stay,” was ! 








How fast can you typewrite the 584 words 
3 this grrernanes - wonderful New 
ay in Typewriting e average operator 
writes about 30 to 40 words a fa tes n> 
earns only $8 to $15 weekly. The Tulloss 
“New Way” operator easily 
Read What |Writes 80 to 100 words a 
People Say | minute—receives $25 to $40 
a week. Employers pay 
for one thing only— for En 
ished work, Any stenog- 
rapher earning $25 or more 
a week will tell you that 
quantity and quality of 
typewritten work are the 
secret of bigger salaries! 
Employers gladly pay greatly 
increased wages to those who 
become expert on the type- 
.. ANoo| Writer, as shown by the 
Heorner St., Harrie. oe. salary-increases of 
oe “New Way” operators every- 
where. 


80 to 100 Words a 
Minute — Entirely 
New Method 


Mastery of the New Way in Typewriting is 
the most startling, most pivductive 
most profitable acquirement a stenogra- 
pher The New Way isdifferent, 
Since writing the} unique, yet sensible and simp'e and amaz- 
letter you saw, tell-] ingly resultful. It is a wholly new ey] 
iug of a 40% in-] 0 applied to typewriting, yet centuries o! 
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another increase of] fingertraining away themachine 
20%. C. BE. Ven-] brings results in days that no other method 
RALL, 66 Olney Bt.,) canever produce. Though comparatively 
Providence, R. I. new, thousands have by italrendy increas- 
ed their speed from 30 to 40 words « min- 
ute to 80, 90 or 100 or even more. With 
this infinitely greater speed has come great 
accuracy. Their work is errorlesg, neat, 
clean. And this iucreased speed and ac- 
@uracy has boosted salaries to $25, $30 and 
even a week, oreover, the work is 
done easier, with less fatigue. 


Bigger Pay for YOU 


Read the letters priuted at the} These 
men aud women and thousands others 
‘| bave, through the New Way in Typewrit- 
ing, increased their salaries. Thousands 
of *‘touch operators’’ have doub'ed and 
speed and selaries after 
Wey. Whastothers have 
done you can do, even if you are now 
very slow, or even if you write fairly fust, 

tween the Tulloss 


Method and the or-| Get This New FREE Book 
dinury systems. Al whe secrets of tle New Way in Ty pewrit- 
H. bee ge 429} ug, the salary-raising way, are ex- 
Hawthorne Place,] j,ained in full in this 48-page book. It is 
adison, Wis, to these interested. Do vot miss your 
sopy. It will awaken you to new jossibil- 
ties of rour work—it will surprive vou with 
ts , rvof of the increased money you can 
earn, every Weck, ou» 
80 many others have 
one. Tear off the 
coupon and 
mail now. 
















































more than doubled. 
There is no compar- 
ison whatever be 
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Children at Home 


( Continued from preceding page) 


Being the bigger and te 

Dan reached the tfee first; 

Dan had time en to hk, hae he <4 
knew the right th to do, and usu-' 
ally he did it. He had thought just as 
fast as he ran, and so he waited an in- 
stant for Jerry to come a — his 
brother’s . slender legs. boosted. 
Jerry climbed like a Biden, and Dan 
after him. In less time than it takes 
to write it, they were safely perched on 
a big limb, holding on to the one above 
it, while Rory pawed and roared and 
jammed his shaggy head against the 
trunk of the tree. 

“Whew!” whistled Dan, wiping his 
forehead. Then he groaned. “No- 
body ever comes up here. We'll be here 
till after dark.” 

Seam might call ‘or help,” 


too! 


suggested 


Jeo oped would hear us; and any- 
way—” e broke off, but Jerry knew 
what he had meant to say. Why, even 
mother would smile a little if she knew, 
after the way they had acted! There 
was just one among all the people they 
knew who would not laugh. 

“Anyhow, it’s a good thing she wasn’t 
along,” said Dan, partly to Jerry and 
partly to his own conscience. 

“We wouldn’t have tried any short 
cuts if she had been here,” said Jerry, 
honestly, and Dan’s conscience agree 
with him 

An hour passed, only it seemed like 
ten; two hours that seemed like; 
twenty. Old Rory stopped pawing and 
began to graze, but he kept one wicked 
eye on the boys. Jerry was a restless 
lad. It was hard for him to keep still. 

“IT believe I'll have to yell,” he 
groaned at last. 

“Well, yell away,” Dan consented, 
gloomily. “No ore will ever hear you 
anyhow.” 

So Jerry shouted till the woods rang, 
and he was hoarse. 

“Sh! Bia mer: AO there are 
moving,” w. ispere 

omething * was ‘mating cio y 
through the underbrush. It parte 
presently just outside the fence, and a’ 
small wondering face peeped througis 
The. boys | Agee foolishly; but even 
then Sue did not laugh. She looked 
scared and worried. Then her face 
changed a little. She flushed and spoke 
shyly. “I wasn’t tagging. Mother said 
I might go as far as the creek, and 
I—I heard you,” she explained, hastily. 

Jerry and Dan grinned again, but 
neither of them spoke. Sue did not 
offer to go for help. Well she knew her 
big brothers would not care to have it | 
known that they had been treed by old | 
Rory! There was a long and anxious 
silence. Then Sue looked down at her | 
red apron and her face lighted. 

_ mC can take this off and go down the | 
the other side and wave it. | 
at it and then you can get 











3 hd Jerry looked at each other 
= “It would be perfectly safe. 
m ice is strong and high. It has 
‘> j and they've just mended it. 
1 t the new boards and posts! 
'fwouldn’t be a bit of danger,” 
SB fcided at length. 

So Sue ran around to the other side 
and down the fence till she was oppo- 
site old Rory. Then she waved the 
apron, and with a bellow of rage he 
fairly plunged at it. Watching her 
brothers anxiously, Sue walked slowly 
on. It seemed to her that Jerry didn’t 
touch the fence at all as he went over; 
but he didn’t forget to rescue the lunch 
basket as he passed it. Fortunately, 
they had dropped it behind a bush and 
old Rory didn't see it. 

“We're going to the pinery. You 
want to go?” asked Dan, when they 
were all together again. He had had 
plenty of time to think, perched on that | 
sassafras limb! 

“All right!” cried Sue, 
~“We'll stop at Sewall’s 
mother. 





joyously. 
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She said she put up luncheon 


for all of us.” 
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New Bible Picture Study 


ot people were lec co read the Bible who might never have been induced to do so 2y other means. Thou- 
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because of the wp 
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